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U.N. awaiting Iran’s conditions 



e °l , ! k 

Mr. Ptftt iii CucilaT loW reporters last week he would want to he assured 

si^isasfajSs 

.«*"£* "ft* *3 ‘^^Tetary general, hut hisSSn^*^ 
unite Gulf. If he visits Tehran and Baghdad. he would have lo eo^here 
within a month. Giuliani said. The U.lf general asscml^^ns^n S 
weeks and it s customary for the secretary general toheZ^Sl f 
with foreign ministers and other leaders who attend the opening. Cr 



Dutch^British row over Gulf remarks 

THE llACiU^AP) — The Dutch govcrnmcnl on Tuesday summoned 
the /British ^(^0.^11 lor here lo explain allegations hy a senior British 
official Ihafc^rtie European nations were dragging their feel in restoring 
Tree nnwmjn in the (lull. In a Sunday interview with the British 
BroaduiiM^X'orporjtion. British Foreign < )(ficc Minister David Mtillor 
saigjf^a^Khumber of unnamed European nations were guilty ol “a form 
"*m“ hy trying to limit action on the Gulf issue to the United 
>ns. “Wc know full well that those countries that are pulling forward 
those suggestions are doing nothing whatsoever in putting the case to the 
United Nations... it is a form of escapism.*' Mr. Mcllor said in the interview. 
A Dutch Foreign Ministry spokesman, whose government has heen 
sounding out its Western European allies over The past ID days on a 
diplomatic initiative in the United Nations to reach a ceasefire in the 
seven-year Iran-iraq war. said Tuesday that Mr. Mclinr's allegation was 
" incomprehensible... (Dutch Foreign Minister Huns) van den Brock has 
asked the British ambassador to explain Mr. Mcllor s statement today 
(Tuesday).” At the British embassy, a spokesman said that Ambassador 
David Margetsun was expected to meet Mr. Van den Brock in the course 
of Tuesday. 
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• Shatila residents 
begin hunger strike 

BEIRUT (R) — Palestinians in a 
Beirut refugee camp said Monday 
they had gone on hunger strike to 
demand a complete end to a 
lO-month old siege by Lebanese 
militiamen. “The residents of 
Shatila camp have started a hun- 
ger strike, in addition to the 
mde finite sit-in which they began 
oo_Ang-.il." a statement from 
the refugees said. Syrian troops 
helped m April to end a six- 
month "carai» war.” in which at 
least 900 people died, between 
Amal militiamen and Palestinians 
in the two man Beirut camps. But 
Sbatila residents say the siege has 
continued, with Palestinian men 
unable to leave the camp and 
schools and medical centres 
dosed by damage and a lack of 
supplies. 

Charges substituted 
against Karami 
murder suspect 

BEIRUT (AP) — Lebanon drop- 
ped a murder charge against a 
Lebanese soldier held in Sweden, 
pending extradition in connection 
with the assassination of the 
Lebanese prime minister, it was 
staled here Tuesday by judicial 
sources. The murder charge has 
instead been substituted with one 
of deixrtion, added the sources 
who did not wish to be identified. 
Sweden had earlier rejected the 
Lebanese extradition request on 
the grounds that Swedish law 
prevents the extradition of any 
person fikely to face the death 
penalty. Toe substitution of a 
desertion charge against Elie Sali- 
bi appeared a clear ploy to cir- 
cuffivejrt the Swedish legal obsta- 
ctetohis extradilion. Desertion is 
not ^capital offence in Lebanon, 
wbfe murder is. 

Efforts under way to 
free party goers held 
. in S. Arabia 

RIYADH (AP) — Western di- 
plomats sought Tuesday to free 
87 foreigners, including six 
Amnxans, rounded up by Saudi 
police after a weekend party that 
violated the kingdom's strict ban 
oo liquor. The party in Jeddah 
was hosted by an American, but 
(fipfomais declined to identify 
ban; Thirty-seven Canadian and 
British air stewardesses and Brit- 
ish nurses were among the de- 
tunas. 'Forty-nine of the party- 
goers were women. At least 30 
Britons, a Dane, a Swede and a 
Dutch national were also among 
the : group. But none of the 
sources knew the identities of all 
the detainees. One diplomat said 
the party broke at 10.45 p.m. 
Saturday night and when the re- 
vefers walked outside, Saudi au- 
thorities were waiting for them 
with a bus. 

Arab faces arms 
charges in Britain 

LONDON (R) — A 28-year-old 
Arab was remanded in custody 
<» Tuesday charged with posses- 
sing explosives and firearms after 
a police raid in the north-eastern 
English city of Hull. Ishmail Has- 
ua Sowan, a research assistant. 

reportedly holds a Jordanian 
/ptsport, was remanded in cus- 
tody until Aug. 27. More than 30 
wopammes of explosives, four 
nsanft rifles, seven hand gre- 
Qftdes, detonators and ammuni- 
tion were found during the raid 
typoi ice, who were investigating 
. me .'shooting of Palestinian car- 
Wooist Ali Naji Awud Al Adha- 
M oa July 22. 
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Iranian worship tails 

Guadalcanal; mine 
detonated near Kuwait 


Price: Jordan 100 Tils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia 1 .50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence | 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — An Iranian warship 
shadowed the U.S. helicopter carrier 
Guadalcanal in the Gulf on Tuesday as a 
mine was detonated near tankers anchored 
off Kuwait waiting to join an American- 
guarded convoy. 


The 11,000-tonne carrier, 
transporting specialist mines- 
weeptng helicopters and escorted 
by two U.S. warships, appeared 
to be scouting the route to be 
taken by the convoy, shipping 
sources said. 

An Iranian ship watched the 
force — a British warship was 
also nearby — and fired a red 
flare to warn a helicopter carrying 
photographers to keep away. 

Reuter photographer Ulli 
Michel in the helicopter said the 
minehunting helicopters were 
flying from the Guadalcanal. 

Af one stage a Soviet warship 
passed by escorting Soviet tanker 
in the other direction, he added. 

In Kuwait, the Defence Minis- 
try said a mine was found and 
detonated on Tuesday as a con- 
voy of four reflagged Kuwaiti 
tankers prepared to leave on a 
return 880-kilometre dash down 


& 


the Gulf. 

The tankers will be shepherded 
by American warships and pre- 
ceded by the Guadalcanal's Sea 
Stallion helicopters probing for 
mines. 

One of the tankers was holed 
a mine on its journey up the 
uif last month and has been 
only partially filled with oil be- 
cause of the damage. 

Shipping sources said the de- 
parture of the convoy would not 
be made public for fear of alert- 
ing the Iranians, whom the 
American and Kuwaitis accused 
of laying mines. 

The Kuwait report of the dis- 
covery of mine on Tuesday did 
(Continued on page 3) 

British navy could aid U.S. in 
Golf; 'Iran playing for time;’ Italy 
urged to send anti- mine force, 
page 2 


Iranians rocket 
Liberian tanker 
near Hormuz 

BAHRAIN (AP) — A Liberian - 
flag tanker was hit by fire from an 
Iranian gunboat as it was sailing 
out of the Gulf through the Strait 
of Hormuz Tuesday, a diplomatic 
source said. 

The source identified the ship as 
the 20,578-tonne tanker Osco 
Sierra. 

He said that glass in a porthole 
was broken, but noted that there 
were no reported casualties. 

The tanker continued out of the 
strait into the Golf of Oman, the 
source said. 

In Loudon, Lloyds shipping in- 
teffigence unit said the Osco Sier- 
ra was "attacked by two mis- 
siles,” one of which hit the ship 
while the other missed. 

The Uoyds report, which said 
two gunboats were involved, 
apparently nsed the term “mis- 
siles” to refer to rockets. 

A Gulf-based shipping source 
said the Iranians later stopped 
and searched a second vessel, (he 
Splendor Cypriot, in the same 
general area. 


Sheikh Zayed seen exerting intense 
effort at healing Syrian-Iraqi rift 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Visiting United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) President Sheikh Zayed 
Ibn Sultan Al Nahayan met Presi- 
dent Hafez Ai Assad on Tuesday 
in what diplomats believe is an 
attempt to reconcile Syria and 
neighbouring Iraq. 

Diplomats said the two leaders 
were believed to be considering a 
response from Iraq to a message 
carried to Baghdad on Monday 
by two UAE envoys. 

Sheikh Zaved’s special adviser 
Ahmad Khalifa Al Suweidi and 
UAE Minister of Slate for Fore- 
ign Affairs Rashid Abdullah Al 
Nuaimi returned to Damascus 
Monday night from a quick trip to 
Baghdad after holding earlier 
meetings here. 

All sides have kept quiet about 
the talks but Sheikh Zayed said 
on arrival here on Saturday he 
was determined to press ahead 
with efforts to reconcile Arabs 
and Muslims. 

Sheikh Zayed. current presi- 
dent of the six-nation Gulf Coop- 


eration Council (GCC), on Mon- 
day extended his visit to Damas- 
cus by one day to await the return 
of his envoys from Baghdad. 

The GCC states have long 
sought to reconcile Mr. Assad 
with Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein so as to distance Syria from 
Iraq’s war foe Iran. 

Tne diplomats said Sheikh 
Zayed was also likely to be seek- 
ing Syrian help in 


Tehran to accept a United Na- 
tions Security Council ceasefire 
call already accepted by 
Baghdad. 

Informed sources quoted by 
AP said Sheikh Zayea was en- 
gaged in a two-pronged 
roach. 

le first is to end the long- 
standing rift between Syria and 
Iraq, and the second was to get 
Mr. Assad to intercede with Iran 
to smooth relations with Saudi 
Arabia in the wake of the July 31 
riot in the Holy City of Mecca 
that left hundreds dead and 
Saudi-Iranian relations in tatters. 


apj^ro 


After a closed-door meeting at 
noon, Mr. Assad and Sheikh 
Zayed were joined by the two 
envoys the UAE president had 
dispatched to Baghdad Monday 

There was no official word on 
the outcome of the various meet- 
ings. But knowledgeable sources 
said the extension of the UAE 
leader's visit to Damascus for a 
fourth day was an indication 
progress was being made. 

The indications were also 
strengthened by Monday's arrival 
in Damascus of the deputy secret- 
ary-general of the Arab League 
Al Akhdar Al Ibrahimi of 
Algeria. 

The Arab League, together 
with Jordan and Saudi Arabia, 
have been tiying for months to 
arrange a Synan-Iraqi reconcilia- 
tion. 

Official sources in the UAE 
said over the weekend that 
Sheikh Zayed would seek Syria’s 
help in defusing the crisis in 
Saudi-Iranian relations caused by 
the Mecca riots. 


Talks on 
strike violence 
collapses 
in S. Africa 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — Talks 
between leaders of South Africa's 
black miners and the giant Anglo 
American Corporation on ending 
strike violence collapsed on Tues- 
day after a report of a new clash 
between police and strikers. 

An Anglo American spokes- 
man said leaders of the black 
National Union of Mineworkers 
(NUM) walked out of talks at a 
Johannesburg hotel after local 
’”1M officials reported that 
seen strikers were shot and 
wounded by police at a gold mine 
' the Orange Free State. 

The union says more than 200 
miners have been injured in 
clashes with police_ and mine 
security guards since about 
300,000 wor> ,-rs went on strike 
for higher pay and better condi- 
tions at gold and coal mines nine 
days ago. 

“It is with considerable regret 
that we announce we failed to 
reach agreement on proposals to 
end violence on our mines." Anglo 
American's industrial relations 
chief Bobby Godsell told a news 
conference. 

The NUM said seven miners 
were injured at the President 
Steyn Gold Mine, about 280 
kilometres south of Johannes- 
burg, when police fire 

with shotguns and rubber bullets. 

Anglo American said NUM 
General Secretary Cyril Ramaph- 
osa heard of the incident during 
the discussions. 


S. Arabia blames Iran 
for diplomat’s death 


RIYADH (Agencies) — A Saudi 
diplomat has died at a Tehran 
hospital of injuries suffered in the 
Aug. 1 mob attack on the Saudi 
embassy, the government 
announced Tuesday. 

A Foreign Ministry statement 


said that political attache Mus- 
Ght 

result ol 

i him during 

aggression on the (Saudi) embas- 


saed Al uhamdi died Monday 
night “as a result of injuries 
licted upon him during the vile 


sy by demogogic elements in 
Tehran." 

It also attributed his death to 
‘the inhuman attitude" of Iranian 
authorities, who prevented the 
Saudis from flying the diplomat 
for treatment in a Saudi hospital. 

But Iran's official Islamic Re- 
public News Agency (IRNA) 
quota! an informed source at the 
Iranian Foreign Ministry as 
saying Mr. Gnamdi died of a 
hemorrhage resulting from his 
transfer to Tehran airport. 

IRNA quoted the Foreign 
Ministry as saying that said de- 
spite of Mr. Ghamdi’s critical 
condition, the Saudis accepted 
responsibility of discharging the 
diplomat from hospital. 

In its late editions, the English- 
language newspaper Saudi Gazet- 
te reported Mr. Ghamdi died 
after he was returned to hospital 
following an unexplained six- 
hour wait at Tehran's internation- 
al airport for a flight back to 
Saudi Arabia. 

Citing unnamed sourees, the 
paper said Mr. Ghamdi’s death 
was "partly due to deep depress- 
ion because he was unable to 


leave." 

It quoted witnesses as saying 
Mr. Ghamdi was at the airport 
where members of the Saudi di- 
plomatic mission gathered to see 
him off and "appeared extremely 
happy at the prospect of finally 
being allowed to return home.” 

“For reasons yet to be ex- 
plained he died a few hours later 
at the hospital," it said. 

Mr. Ghamdi was hurt when he 
fell out of a window as demon- 
strators took over the embassy, 
claiming Saudi Arabia was re- 
sponsible for the Mecca violence. 

Saudi Arabia on Monday de- 
nounced Iran's campaign of 
“vituperation, lies and falsifica- 
tion" over the Mecca clashes. 

King Fahd chaired a cabinet 
session Monday and decided he 
would not seek to respond to the 
Iranian campaign except with 
"conclusive evidence that com- 
municate proven facts to the 
world,” information Minister Ali 
Al Shaer said in a statement. 

Mr. Shaer said the king and 
cabinet noted Iran's denunciation 
of die Mecca riots and its threats 
of revenge, rejecting them as 
“demagogic and destructive per- 
petrations plotted by the Tehran 
leadership who want to spread 
dissension and fear among the 
pilgrims... for political motives. 

It was the strongest statement 
by Saudi Arabia' against Iran 
since Revolutionary leader 
Ayatollah Khomeini came to 
power in 1979 and threatened to 

(Continued on page 3) 





Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor with 
members of the national teams which attended 


special sports for the handicapped held in the U.K. 
last month and in the U.S. this month. 


Their Majesties honour handicapped athletes 


AMMAN (Petra) — Their Majesties King 
Hussein and Queen Noor on Tuesday re- 
ceived the Jordanian team which took part in 
the special sports tournament for the physical- 
ly handicapped which was held in the United 
Kingdom fast month and the Jordanian team 
which took part in the Special Olympics for 
the Handicapped held in Indiana, the U.S., 
earlier this month. 


The King and Queen presented gifts to the 
members of the teams. 

The audience was attended by Chief Cham- 
berlain Prince Ra'd lbn Zaid and Minister of 
Labour and Social Development Khaled Al 
Haj Hassan, Minister of Youth Eid Dahiyat, 
and the secretary general of the Jordan 
Federation for Sports for the Handicapped. 


Iraq urges 
U.N. to 
force Iran 
to accept 
ceasefire 

BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
on Tuesday urged the United 
Nations to force Tehran to accept 
a Security Council resolution 
ordering a ceasefire in the Gulf 
war. 

It also indirectly criticised the 
Soviet Union over its reported 
opposition to applying sanctions 
against Iran, which has neither 
accepted nor rejected the resolu- 
tion passed unanimously on July 
20 . 

Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz in 
a letter to U.N. Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar called for 
measures “to force the Iranian 
regime to stop its aggressive war 
and halt shelling Iraqi residential 
areas." 

Mr. Aziz said Iraq was sur- 
prised to notice some efforts at 
the United Nations to permit the 
unprecedented practice of a mem- 
ber state (Iran) not accepting or 


King 

receives 

Omani 

message 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein met at Al Nadwa 
Palace Tuesday with Seif Ibn 
Hamad lbn Saud. chief of the 
Royal Court of Oman, who con- 
veyed to the King a verbal mes- 
sage from Sultan Qaboos Ibn 
Said of Oman dealing with Jorda- 
nian-Omani relations. 

During the audience the King 
and the "Omani envoy discussed 
developments in the Gulf war and 
means of ending the seven-year 
old conflict, the Jordan News 
Agency Petra, said. 

"Chief of the Royal Court Mar- 
wan Al Oasem was present at the 
audience. 

The Omani envoy, who arrived 
in Amman earlier in the day. paid 
tribute to the existing brotherly 
ties between Oman and Jordan in 
a statement to Petra. 

Mr. Qasem and Oman's 
Ambassador to Jordan Khamis 
Ibn Hamad lbn Seif were at the 
airport to welcome the envoy. 


Iraqis step up 
air attacks 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq stepped 
up attacks on Iranian oB cadres 
Tuesday with air raids on o9 
pumping sites and a power sta- 
tion, a Baghdad war bulletin said. 
The Iraqi high command com- 
munique said warplanes at 4:45 
p.m. (1245 GMT) attached oil 
fields to the sooth and a power 
station to the north of the ad town 
of Ahvaz, 115 kilometres from the 
northern Gulf coast They also 
struck an (til field 70 kilometres 
north of Iran’s main Gnlf termin- 
al at Kharg Island, it said. Iran’s 
national news agency IRNA said 
the raids killed or wounded a 
number of workers and inflicted 
some damage.” 


rejecting a Security Council re- 
solution. 

He said Iraq rejected such atti- 
tudes by those “who try to cover 
up the Iranian position and look 
for justifications, counter to the 
cause of peace, and encourage 
the aggressor.” 

Iran has criticised the resolu- 
tion, saying it does not name Iraq 
as the “aggressor.” 

Al Thawra, newspaper of 
Iraq's ruling Baath Party, on 
Tuesday criticised what it termed 
the "short-sighted policy and 
minor calculations of some big 
power which undermine the cre- 
dibility of that state and its 
friendship." 

Diplomats said the Soviet Un- 
ion was the “big power” in- 
volved, noting that it followed the 
reading over state of television on- 
Saturday of an article by a 
Kuwaiti newspaper saying Mos- 
cow was opposed to imposing 
sanctions against Iran. 

The Soviet Union is Iraq's 
main arms supplier and the two 

(Continued on page 3) 


Glass ‘escapes’ from captivity, 
thanks Syria for its efforts 

Sharaa pledges continued quest to free hostages 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — Kid- 
napped American journalist 
Charles Glass escaped from his 
Beirut captors while they slept 
before dawn Tuesday, and was 
taken by Syrian forces to Dama- 
scus where he was handed over to 
the senior U.S. diplomat in the 
Syrian capital. 

Foreign Minister Farouk Al 
Sharaa handed Mr. Glass over to 
American Charge D'affaires 
David Ransom at the Foreign 
Ministry. 

Mr. Glass looked in good 
shape after his two-month ordeal, 
but appeared tired following his 
pre-dawn escape. 


He said he wanted to fly to 
London, his home, “as soon as 
possible to meet with my family 
and folks.” 

Mr. Sharaa renewed Syria's 
pledge to continue to work for 
the release of 25 foreigners mis- 
sing in Lebanon and presumed 
kidnapped by extremists. 

Mr. Sharaa told reporters: 
“This is a principled position and 
from a humanitarian point of 
view ... we will continue doing 
what we can to release all foreign 
hostages in Lebanon.” 

Mr. Glass, barefoot, bearded 
and clad in a blue track suit, 
walked into the seaside Summer- 


land Hotel in west Beirut at 2:30 
a.m. (2330 GMT Monday), a 
Lebanese police spokesman said. 

Mr. Glass said he escaped as 
his captors slept. A Beirut radio 
station said he was released under 
pressure from Syria, the main 
power broker in Lebanon. 

Mr. Glass, 36, was pronounced 
fit by a doctor who examined in 
west Beirut before he was driven 
by Syrian intelligence officers to 
Damascus. 

He turned up at Mr. Sharaa’s 
office at 1 1:45 a.m. (0845 GMT), 
clean-shaven and wore a blue 

(Continued on page 3) 


Jayewardene unhurt but 1 killed, 
17 lawmakers injured in attack 

tO (Agencies) — Presi- 
ius R. Jayewardene 


COLOMBO 
dent Junius 
escaped injury Tuesday when ter- 
rorists hurled hand grenades in- 
side the Sri Lankan parliament. 
Officials said one lawmaker was 
killed and the prime minister was 
wounded in the failed assassina- 
tion attempt. 

Witnesses and officials said 
Prime Minister Ranasinghe Pre- 
madasa suffered a slight leg 
wound. They also said five 
cablet ministers were wounded, 
sonic seriously, and at least 17 
lawmakers were injured. 

National Security Minister 
Lalith Athulathmudali was re- 
ported seriously injured but not 
in danger of dying. 


Mr. Jayewardene blamed right- 
wing Sinhalese terrorists for the 
attack and called it an attempt 


“to destroy parliamentary demo- 
cracy." 

The 82-year-old president said 
in a special nationwide broadcast 
that it was fortunate that he was 
not hurt. 

“I have blood marks on my 
coat on the left shoulder which I 
will keep as a memento." 

The attack occurred at 9:20 
(0350 GMT) as Mr. Jayewardene 
presided over a meeting of 120 of 
his governing United National 
Party (UNP) lawmakers in a posh 
committee room in the modernis- 
tic suburban parliament complex. 

One or more unidentified 
assailants hurled two or three 
grenades through an open door at 
Mr. Jayewardene and one ex- 
ploded 10 metres from him, but 
next to Mr. Athulathmudali. 

The state-run Sri Lanka Broad- 


casting Corporation identified the 
dead lawmaker as Kirtbi 
Abeyawickreme, a district minis- 
ter. There was no official 
announcement of the death. 

Also wounded were Agricul- 
ture Minister Gamini Jayasuriya, 
Minister of Plantation Industry 
Montague Jayawickrene, Culture 
Minister Edward Hurulle and 
Parliamentary Affairs and Sports 
Minister Vincent Perera. 

Among the wounded lawmak- 
ers was U.B. Wijekoon, who 
comes from the Tamil-dominated 
northern province of Jaffna. The 
others were not identified. 

The attack took place three 
weeks after Mr. Jayewardene 
signed a pact with Indian Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi to end a 
four-year-old rebellion by minor- 
ity Tamils. 


Israel says Soviet Union 
interested in keeping contacts 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israel 
and the Soviet Union have agreed 
to establish a “direct channel of 
communication” as a possible 
step towards breaking their 20- 
year diplomatic impasse, an 
Israeli official said Tuesday. 

The announcement followed a 
10-hour meeting in Bonn, West 
Germany, over the weekend be- 
tween Nimrod Novick, a chief 
aide to Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres, and Vladimir Tarasov, a 
Soviet expert on the Middle East. 

"The Soviets told us they plan 
to open a direct channel of com- 
munication between our two 
countries," Mr. Novick told 
Israel Radio. “This is the applica- 
tion of an intention they have 
expressed previously, to open a 
political dialogue with us.” 

Mr. Novick did not elaborate, 
but a foreign ministry official said 
the move meant “establishing in- 
tensive, routine contacts.” 

“This means that political con- 
tacts between us will not be 


ceived any longer as outstanding, 
or sensational," sad the official 
who spoke on condition of anony- 


mity. 

TTie Soviet Union severed di- 
plomatic relations with Israel af- 
ter the 1967 war. 

Asked if the Soviet initiative 
indicated a willingness to renew 
ties, the official said: "We do not 
know. But we are looking at the 
situation with guarded 
optimism." 

Israeli hopes were raised last 
month by tne arrival of a Soviet 
consular delegation, the first offi- 
cial Soviet group to visit the 
Jewish state since 1967. 

The delegation is surveying 
Russian church property ana 
monitoring the status of Soviet 
citizens. Its members have not 
sought to engage in political con- 
tacts with Israeli leaders. 

Mr. Novick called his meeting 
with Mr. Tarasov “the most thor- 
ough and concrete exchange so 
far" between the two countries 
on Middle East peace efforts, and 
said he had encountered a new 
Soviet flexibility on key issues 
concerning the Middle East. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Hess 

‘committed 
suicide’ 
in prison 

WEST BERLIN (R) — Hitl* 
deputy Rudolf Hess, who died 
Monday after 40 years in Sp; 
dau war crimes prison, proba 
committed suicide, an alii 
statement said Tuesday. 

The dramatic telexed co 
munique on behalf of the Sovi 
British, U.S. and French auth 
ities who guarded the jail, si 
93-year-oid Hess was found b< 
guard in a small cottage in i 
prison yard with an electric cc 
around his neck. 

Allied sources said the api 
rent strangling was the fouj 
time that Hess, in failing hea 
after 21 years as the only prisor 
in Spandau, had tried to 1 
himself. 

“A preliminary investigati 
indicates that Rudolf hJ 
attempted to take his own lift 
the statement said. 

Earlier story on page 8 
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: U.S. warships will 
back if Iran attacks 


RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (Agencies) — U.S. Con- 
gressman Stephen Solarz, a prominent Democrat 
from New York currently visiting Saudi Arabia, 
warned in an interview Tuesday that U.S. warships 
S3 the Gulf will strike back if Iran attacked them 
directly. 


The English-language news- 
paper Saudi Gazette also quoted 
ivir. Solarz as saying he was 
"somewhat concerned” about the 
possibility of Soviet involvement 
if the United States and Iran 
began fighting. 

However, he did not expect 
Iran to invite the Soviets onto its 
territory. “It’s the last thing they 
want to do,” he was quoted as 
saving. 


Mr. Solaiz, a porminent sup- 


porter of the Israeli lobby in 
House of Representatives, ar- 
rived in the kingdom Sunday. He 
is on a fact-finding mission about 
Saudi Arabia and the increasing 
tension in the Gulf as a result of 
the Iraq-Iran war and its effect on 
the region. 

The United States has beefed 
up its naval presence in the Gulf 
recently after undertaking to 
escort Kuwaiti tankers transfer- 
red to the American flag as a 
protection against Iranian attack. 

"Obviously if they attack us we 
are going to strike back. Precisely 
which target we strike b as to be 
determined,” he was quoted as 
savins. 


anti-tank missiles to Saudi Ara- 
bia. Notification of the deal was 

withdrawn by the administration 

in May following pressure and 
opposition from the pro-Israeli 
lobby in Congress. 

Mr. Solarz conferred with 
Saudi Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Saud A1 Faisal and other officials 
in the Red Sea summer capital of 
Jeddah on Monday. 

He later moved to the capital 
Riyadh for meetings at the U.S. 
embassy and with the Governor 
of Riyadh, Prince Salman Ibn 
Abdul Aziz, a brother of King 
Fahd. 


No decisions on arms 
sales to Saudis 


Meanwhile White House 
spokesman Marlin Fitzwater said 
Monday no decisions had been 
made on when to submit the sale 
of F-15 planes and Maverick anti- 
tank missiles to Congress or 
whether it should be all in one 
package. 


"The United States is not a 
punching bag. I cannot imagine 
the United States would send its 
sailors into a situation where they 
could be attacked and prohibit 
tbem from striking back at their 
attackers," Mr. Solarz added. 

Mr. Solarz said the reflagging 
had an important implication. He 
believed that if the United States 
had not agreed to reflag the 
Kuwaiti tankers, he could not see 
why Iran would stop attacking 
Kuwaiti ships, the Gazette re- 
ported him as saying, without 
giving a direct quote of his state- 
ment. 

His visit coincided with reports 
that the U.S. administration is to 
re-submit to Congress shortly 
consideration of the blocked mul- 
ti-million-dollar sale of Maverick 


Mr. Fitzwater said the plan to 
related to 


revive the sale was not 
U.S. naval operations in the Gulf 
and that there was no deal for 
U.S. warplanes to use Saudi air- 
fields in return for U.S. progress 
on the weapons sales. 

But he said Saudi Arabia bad 
“clearly demonstrated to the pub- 
lic ana to the Congress that 
.they're an ally and a good friend 
in the Gulf,” he said. 

The United States is now bas- 
ing its planes on the aircraft 
carrier Constellation outside the 
Gulf to protect U.S.-flag ships 
against Iranian attack. 


Mr. Fitzwater said the arms 
being considered included the 
same Maverick missiles and F-ISs 
that the administration had 
talked about earlier this year. 

Hie administration last June 


withdrew a proposal to sell 1,600 
anti-tank Mavericks worth $360 
million after opponents of the 
sale had criticised the Saudis for 
failing to shoot down an 
aircraft involved in a missile 
attack on the U.S. frigate Stark in 
the Gulf. 

Last year It pulled back on 
plans to sell the Sandis a dozen 
F-15 fighters, worth $500 million, 
to replace those lost to attrition, 
together with other equipment. 

Mr. Fitzwater said there had 
been no formal discussions at the 
White House on the deal and 
there were different opinions on 
when the sale should go to Con- 
gress. 

But he said It could be submit- 
ted in September or later in the 
year and left open the possibility 
that the whole package might not 
be sent at one time. 

Whenever the plan goes to 
Congress it is sure to lead to a 
hard-fought battle. 

Israel and its supporters in 
Congress argue that Saudi Arabia 
is hostile to the Jewish state and 
arms sales to the kingdom are a 
threat to Israel. 

Should the arms sale proposal 
go to Congress in September, it 
would come at a time when the 
administration is already 
embroiled in problems over the 
budget, trade legislation and the 
confirmation right over the 
nomination of conservative Judge 
Robert Bork to the supreme 
court. 

Israel has expressed concern to 
U.S. officials over reports the 
Reagan administration plans to 
sell SI billion in arms to Saudi 
Arabia, a Foreign Ministry offi- 
cial said Tuesday. 

“We are against and we are 
worried about any arms sales to 
countries who are in the state of 
war with Israel,'’ said the official 
who spoke on condition of anony- 
mity. "Washington knows our 
position very well. 

Israel is technically at war with 
Sandi Arabia. 

The official said Israel’s charge 
d’affaires in Washington, Oded 
Eiran, met recently with an offi- 
cial in the U.S. State Department 


U.K. navy 
could aid 
U.S. in 
Gulf- 
minister 


‘Iran plays for time to keep oil lifeline open 9 


By Stephen Jokes 

Reuter 


LONDON (R) — Britain said 

~ J 1 ’ Brit- 

in the Gulf could give 
.S. vessels in times of 


ishshi _ 
support to 
danger. 

Asked what would happen if a 
U.S. ship under attack asked for 
help from a British warship, 
Foreign Office Minister David 
Mellor said: "cons deration is 
given to the facts as they (the 
British commanders) see them. 

“We have rules of engagement. 
We are always ready to consider 
assisting our allies — whether 
that assistance would be given or 
what it would be depends on the 
circumstances,” be added, refus- 
ing to rule out the possibility of a 
British warship helpng a U.S. 
warship in trouble. 

Mr. MeUor said in a radio 
interview: “We would of course 
get drawn into some kind of 
fiehtii 


some 

gbting if an attack was made on 
our ships but we believe that 
won’t 

Four British anti-mine vessels 
and their support ship are car- 
rying out last minute trials off 
Scotland before 


BAHRAIN — Iran, facing strong 
Western and Arab pressure to 
halt its war with Iraq, is playing 
for time to keep its oil lifeline 
through the Gulf open, diplomats 
in the region said. 

While Iraq has conditionally 
accepted a United Nations cease- 
fire order and suspended attacks 
on Iranian oil tankers, Tehran 
has neither accepted nor rejected 
the caQ. 

And despite growing tension in 
the region, Iran has been able to 
export virtually unimpeded $25- 
million worth of oil out of the 
Gulf each day, earning sorely 
needed hard currency to finance 
the war. 

“Iran is stringing the U.N. 
along by neither accepting nor 
rejecting the ceasefire order, t. 
There is a clear policy of playing 
for time,” one western diplomat 
said. 

Both Western and Arab conn- 
tries have launched diplomatic 
offensives to isolate Iran and 
force it to comply with the unani- 
mous July 20 Security Council 
resolution. 

Bot diplomats said progress on 
both fronts appeared very slow, 
raising fears that Iraq's patience 
might run out and its attacks on 
Iranian tankers resume. 


“There most be a limit to Iraq’s 
patience,” another Gulf based 
diplomat said. “There will come a 
day when Baghdad says *we have 
done our bif and starts attacking 
Iranian ships. That will start the 
whole tanker war off again.” 
Iran and Iraq have continued 
to wage their ground war, but 
Baghdad has not announced a 
raid on Iran’s key Khan; oil ter- 
minal in the northern Gulf since 
July 13. No Iranian-linked 
ping has come under attack 
six weeks. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


Oil industry sources in the re- 
gion estimate Iran’s exports now 
running at 1.8 million bands per 
day, worth about $25 million at 
current prices. The only interrup- 
tion has been a mine explosion 
that holed the U.S.-operated 
tanker Texaco Caribbean on a 
charter trip to Europe a week 
ago. 

Tehran, which depends on the 
Gulf to ship its ou, has been 
careful to do nothing that wil] 
disturb the fragile peace in the 
“tanker war” despite keeping up 
a steady stream of rhetoric 
against the United States and 
other Western powers drafting 
warships into the region. 

Iran nas invited U.N. Secretary 


General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
to Tehran, but his spokc^n 
New York has said lie would only 
go if there were the prospect of a 
positive outcome. 

The diplomatic offensive 
against Iran is being waged on 
two fronts, but there are already 
agns teat Iraq may be growing 
impatient. 

• — The United States, backed 
by Britain, has been pressing 
permanent members of the 
Security Council for an aims 
embargo against Iran to reinforce 
the July 20 ceasefire order. 

— Gulf Arab states have 
embarked on another attempt to 
break Syrian support for Iran and 
cot Tehran off from its only ma- 
jor ally in the Arab World. 

Iraq Tuesday impiidty attack- 
ed Moscow for dragging its feet 
over an embargo. An editorial in 
foe nding Baath Party newspaper' 
A! Thawra criticised foe “short- 
sighted policy” of a “big power.” 

Diplomats described mis as a 
thinly veiled reference to the 
Soviet Union, one of foe Security 
Council's five permanent mem- 
bers. U.S. officials in Washington 
said Monday Moscow was hesi- 
tating in initial consultations over 
an arms embargo. 

Progress on bringing Syria back 
into foe Arab fold appear to have 
made little headway since hopes 
were rased earlier this year by a 


secret meeting between 'Iraqi 
President Sadam Hussein and Sy- 
rian President Hafez AI Assad. 

But diplomats said the April 
meeting had failed to mend 
fences between Syria and Iraq. 

What dipknsats.see as another 
attempt is now being made by the 

ruler of Abu Dhabi, Sheikh ’Zaid ' 
Iban Sultan A! Nahayas; who 
Monday extended a visit to 
Damascus to await the return of 
his envoys from Baghdad. 

Sheikh Zaid is current presi- 
dent of the Gulf Cooperation ~ 
Council (GCQ which groups six I 
Gulf Arab states. 

Western diplomats said his in- ; 
terventioo could be seen as more 
neutral than that of Saudi Arabia, 
currently embroiled in a diploma- 
tic row with Tehran after the ; 
deaths of Iranian pilgrims in the '• 
Mecca riot. 

The trip to Damascus has been ! 
flanked by close contact between 
Oman, another key member of 
foe GCC, and Iran. 

The Dubai-based Khaleej 
Times said in an editorial Tues- 
day that only diplomacy held out 
the promise of peace. 

Tne build-up of Western 
navies, a war of words between 
Iran and the United States and 
intensified fighting in the ground 
war were only propelling the Gulf 
towards a "destructive wider con- 
flict.” 


6,000-mfle vo^ urged to send minesweepers to Gulf 

The force wrntake some five “ " ----- 


weeks to join up with the two 


frigates and a destroyer already 
e Gulf protecting 


and conveyed foe Israeli position 
on the issue. 


■n 


Ltmgressmen vow to block Saudi arms sales 


Y/ASHJNGTON (R) — Con- 
gressional critics say they would 
move immediately to block a new 
$1 billion Saudi arras sale Presi- 
dent Reagan is considering to 
buttress U.S. cooperation with 
Gulf ally. 

A senator who led the success- 
ful opposition to Mr. Reagan's 
lest Saudi arms sale proposal told 
Reuters he would introduce im- 
mediately a resolution in Con- 
gress to block this one. 

”1 think it would be very un- 
vrise (for Mr. Reagan) to do 
something so divisive,” the sena- 
tor, Dennis Deconcini. an Arizo- 
na Democrat, said. 

Opponents fought a sale in 
June largelv on the argument that 
Saudi .Arabia had refused to in- 
tercept the Iraqi plane that fired 
nvp missiles at the U.S. frigate 
iiiirli. 

Sin. Deconcini said he thought 


‘ congressional opposition would 
be even greater now because of 
Saudi Arabia’s and Kuwait’s' re- 
ported informal refusal to allow 
U.S. minesweeping helicopters 
for U.S. convoys in the Gulf to 
land in their territory. 

“I think if anything foe opposi- 
tion might be more because of the 
recalcitrance of Kuwait and Saudi 
■ Arabia to let us have space to 
land out planes when we’re there 
protecting their oil,” the senator 
said. 


peace agreement) with 
we should not be giving 
them sophisticated weapons.” 
Under U.S. law, any major 
U.S. arms sale must be submitted 
'to Congress. 


Mr. Reagan submitted and 
then withdrew under heavy 
opposition in June a proposal to 
sen Saudi' Arabia l',i 


anti-tank missiles worth S360 mil- 
lion. 


But the overriding opposition 
in Congress to the Saudi sales 
comes from a large number of 
legislators wbo agree with Israel 
that sophisticated weapons sold' 
to Arab nations might eventually 
be used against Israel. 

Republican Senator Robert 
Packwood of Oregon told NBC 
News Monday, “until they'll bar- 


Last year Mr. Reagan with- 
drew a separate proposal to sell 
the Saudis 12 F-15 jet fighter- 
planes worth $500 million pins 
other equi pment. 

. White House spokesman Mar- 
l in Fitzwa ter said Monday that 
admin istration officials had con- 
sulted with several senators about 
resubmitting those sales to Con- 
gress either as a package or in 
piecs. 


on patrol in the 
British ships from attack by Ir£ 
man or Iraqi forces. The patrol 
*■■■ been going on for seven 
years. 

British warships operate under 
strict rules of engagement, which 
Mr. Mellor s umm ed up as: “If 
one of our ships is attacked, we 
will respond.” 

He denied opposition Labour. 
Party claims that British minf 
warfare vessels had been sent 
because of U.S. pressure. 

The kfea- that we have been 
dragged in on Unde Sam’s coat- 
tails just doesn’t merit serious 
consideration,” he said. 

Mr. Mellor also said Prime 


ROME (R) — A senior Italian 
‘ Ian urged the government 
ay to drop its refusal and 
send minesweepers to the Gulf. 

Delio Giacometti, chairman of 
the Senate (upper house) De- 
fence Committee and a member 
of the dominant Christian Demo- 
crat Party, told Reuters that Iraly 
had to show solidarity with other 
European countries. 

“Given that Britain and France 
have already sent minesweepers I 
think Italy should now do the 
same,” Sen. Giacometti said. 
‘Europe has .an obligation to 
ring peace to water through 
hid) its oil flows.” 

He said he sympathised with 
the government view, cham- 
pioned by Christian Democrat 


Foreign Minister Giuho Andreot- 
ti, that tension in foe Gulf was 
best resolved by the United Na- 
tions bot said foe U.N. bad got 
nowhere. 

Mr. Andreotti’s line is facing 
mounting criticism from other 
parties in Italy’s five-party coali- 
tion. 


Indirect criticism has also been 
Britain, which de- 
like France to send mines- 
weepers to the Golf. 


“We have made it very dear 


Security Council to consider an 
initiative to dear fhe Gulf of 
mines and sought a meeting of 
foe seven-nation Western Euro- 
pean Union (WEU) to coordin- 
ate a European response to the 
crisis. 

But Mr. Andreotti has made 
dear Italy’s main policy is to 
support a U.N. Security Council 
call on Iran and Iraq to end their 
war as the best guarantee of safe 
passage in the Gulf. 

“Now that the Security Council 
...hffi adopted a resolution order- 


why we are sending minesweep- ing foe two countries to stop (the 

(>rc anrl that nn> tunnlH Kirn tn _ _ * 


ers and that we would Kke to see 
support from other countries,” a 
British diplomatic source in 
Rome said. 

Italy says it has asked the U.N. 


war) some 
tion that 
five,” Mr. 
newspaper 
Monday. 


are taking ac- 
ratmng this initia- 
Andreotti told foe 
D Messaggero 


on 


been in contact with Japanese Group daims responsibility for Saudi blast 


Prime Minister Yasulriro Naka- 
sone to try to get him to put 
pressure on Iran to join in a 
ceasefire: 

Meanwhile . Soviet, leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev has sent a 
personal message about foe Gulf 
crisis to Mrs. Thatcher, officials 
in London said Tuesday. 

They declined to give details of 
die message but said It was deli- 
vered through the Soviet ambas- 
sador to Britain, Leonid 
Zamyatin, when he met Mr. Mel- 
lor Monday. 

The message was delivered 
hours after four British uunefapn- 


BEJDRUT (AP) — A pro-Iranian 
rand group claimed re- 


spond 
.'sum at a 


ity Tuesday for an explo- 
Saudi gas plant that has 



patrol in the Gulf and help mines-- 
wec|>ing operations there. 


exists and it con- 
ceals the Guff,” a government 
official told Reuters. 

He dec lin ed to con firm report 
that the message refleetd Soviet 
views on the r‘ ‘ ' ' * 


wounded four people. 

“Hizbollah (or Party of God) 
in Hijaz declares responsibility 
for foe explosion in eastern Saudi 
Arabia,” foe group said in a 
typewritten statement delivered 
before dawn to news offices in 
mainly Muslim west Beirut. 

“We shall continue the march 
to liberate foe holy shrines from 
the hands of foe Saudi family,” 
the Sbi’ite Muslim faction said in 
terse statement. It did not 
elaborate nor jpve details to sup- 
port their dann. 

Iran and Saudi Arabia have 
been locked in a war of words 
since July 31, wben Saudi police 
das h ed with Iranian rioters dur- 


and vowed revenge. 

Hijaz is a western province of 
predominantly Sunni Muslim 
Saudi Arabia.' -An estimated 
200,0Q0.Shi’ites live in foe desert 
kingdom's eastern province 


where 1 a Huge' erolorioifrocked a 
liquefied petroleum gas plant 


Saturday. 


Saudi government officials said 
an electrical fault caused the blast 
which injured four people at the 
Arabian American Oil Co. facil- 
ity in Ju'aima. 

La Washington, the State De- 
partment said Monday it has no 
indication that the Saturday 


plosion at the Sandi 
was anything other 


oay ex- 
refinery 


an u- 


ing pflgrimage in Mecca. 
Saudi autf 
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m oves b y the United Nations 
Security Council to end the war. 

WHAT’S GOING ON 


authorities said 402 peo- 
ple, including 275 I ranian pii- 
— -‘ns, died in stampedes dunng 
Mecca riots. Iran claimed foe 
victims were shot by riot police 


Deputy 

Oakley said foe blast, in 
foe Saudi government says four 
people were injured, was an in- 
dustrial accident, “and we have 
no information to contradict 
this.” 

She said she did not know 


whether the United States had 
conducted an independent inves- 
tigation .into the mishap at the 
Ras- Tanura complex or was Te^ 7 - 
tying on official Saudi reports. 

On the U.N. Security Council 
resolution to end the Guff war the 
deputy spokeswoman said Iran 
needs to act now to accept foe 
resolution. 

. She said “recent indications of 
Iranian willingness” to meet at 
high level with United Nations 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar “are a welcome sign.” 

However, Ms. Oakley stressed, 
“Iraq immediately made known 
its formal acceptance of Security 
Council Resolution 598 and its 
hill readiness to cooperate with 
the Security Council and foe 
secretary genera! in im- 
plementing it. 


4 charged 
with helping 
in murder of 
Nablus mayor 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


EXHIBITIONS 


Martyrs’ Memorial (Military 

Maseam): Collection of military 
me m orabilia dating Bom ibe Arab 
Remit of 1916. Spoils City, Amman. 
Opening boon 9.00 a.m.-4.00 pjn. 

Td. 664240. 


• An exhibition of plastic art by 
Mohammad Al Keswam at rise Hous- 
ing Bank Gallery (anti i-.pt. 15). 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


* An exhibition of p hotran an ig by 
Munir Al An at the Abdcd Hamid 
Shaman Fondatioo (until August 25). 


SERVICE CLUBS 


The 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cu&nrai Centre .. TeL 66102&7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre LRxaiy 641520 

British Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cuftmal Centre ........... 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 624049 

Turkish Cuftnral Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181/6 

Y W.CA. 641793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 637111 

Univ. of Jordan Library 8435S5 



the Ammon Hotel, 7 JO pan. 
rMfoilr»M a Rotary Onto. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn, 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary Cbb. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the IhtereoBtincnfal Hotel, 2.00 


DJIL 

Royal 


AatomoHe CU. Jabal Am- 
man. Eighth Cucle. Td. 816S34, 
817534. 


MUSEUMS 


CHURCHES 


"CbBdrea’i Heritage tad Sdeace 
Mosoan " Finn and knowledge for all 
ages, ptus a small pbaetariiim at the 
Haya Ark Centre. Open all week 940 
a-m - 140 p.m, and 3*J0 pjn. - 640 
^•P-^Qosed on Friday. 


oUore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
nmtes over 100 ycara old. Also mosaics 


from Madaba and Jerash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 ajn.-5 p jn. 
Year-round. TeL 651760. 

Jerdtn Ardmcriegkd Museum: Has 
an excellent collection of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabal A] QaTa 
.(Gtadd HDI). Opening bouts 9.00 
a.m.-S.OO p.m. (Fridays and offidal 
holidays 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 pjn.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 

Jrrdan National Gafiery: Contains a 
coflcctioo of paintings, ceramics, and 
Hadptnres by conibqioiay Islamic 
artists from most of the Muslim coun- 
tries and a cotkction of pajmfagg by 
I9tfa Century orientalist artists. Munta- 
zah. Jabal Luwribdeh. Opening bouts: 
10.00 a.m. • 1-30 p.m. and 3.00 pjn.- 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 


SL Joseph Church (Roman CatboSc) 
Jabal Amman, TeL 624590. 

Chrch af the A —rii t fcm (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Lnweibdeh, TeL 
637440. 

De It Sale Cfamth (Roman CatboSc) 
Jabal Hussein, TeL 661757. 
Temaanhi Church (Roman CathoBc). 
Jabal Luwribdeh, mass in iwfcm lan- 
guage, meet every Saturday al 5 JO 
p. m. Tel: 622366 

Church of the A unanriathu (Greek 
Orthodox) AbdaH, Td. 623541. 
Aflgficaa Chardi (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman, Tel. 625383. 
Amenta CatiwBc Chmh Asljrafieb, 
TeL 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Chard) Asbra- 
fi eh, TeL 775261. 

St. (Syrian Ortho- 

dox) Ashrafieh, TeL 771751. 

Amman Iafenmtionri Chmrh (Inter- 
denommalioiul): meets at Southern 
Ba|)tist School in Shmcisam, Td. 

Evaogdfcal Lutheran Church Jabal 

Amman, 6th (Side. (Rev. N. Snrir). 
TeL 811295. 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) udbrmatiaa depart- 
ment at the Queen ASa Intenuaonal 
Airport Td. (08 ) 5320&5. where it 
should a/ways be verified 
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2050 Baghdadi 

2140 Jeddah | 

3UI5 Cairo! 


OTHER FLIGHTS (TemtiMl 2) 


ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


Doha! 


0945 

10:15 

10:15 

lb* Kuwait j 

1009 Damascus | 

1040 Dfaafaranj 

1945 Bahrain | 

H:®0 Kuwait (add.) | 

11^0 Dubai, Abo Dhabi ( 

17:3 0 Cairo! 

Lamakaj 

1840 Athens! 

1840 .... New York, Amsterdam | 

1945 London, Geneva i 

lfttr... Los Angeles, CMeago, Vienna! 

.1&39 „ Madrid, Belgrade | 

1945 

Me 55 Baghdad) 


0740 Cairo, t nnAnj j 

•fo3* Lamaca, Zurich ( 

0*25 Tripoli! 

IM5 RameC 

1340 Damascus! 

1445 Cairo! 

1445 Doha, Abo Dfaabi, Muscat | 

15:35 Kuwait! 

Mc4S Kuwaiti 

1749 Sa 

1740 Medina, Jeddah I 

0040 KjtoeSV 


PRAYER TIMES 


(Stance) 


Fair 


Bfc39 
06:03 

123* Dtmhr 

16:17 ‘Aar 

19:16 Maghreb 

2048 •Isha 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Tennfiiai 2} 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


08:25 Karachi | 

1*20 Carol 

1340 Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (GI 

14&35 Kuwait! 

15*5 Trii 

1*00 Jeddah, Medina (SV) 

1540 Damascus (m 

17:30 Ba gh 

1830 Paris. Damascus I 

2140 Frankfart ( 

2330 Tripoli! 

0fc45 London, Cairo ( 


Tuesday rates 


Local scDfbuy rates in fib 


Belgian franc ,1.. 88.7/ 

Dutch guilder 163.4/ 

French franc 55/ 

Italian lira .................... 25.4/ 

Japanese yen (for 100) 230.1/ 

Swedish crown 52. 8/ 

Swim franc 221-5/ 

U.K. stating pound 546.7/ 

U^-dofiar 343.5/ 

W. German mark ...... 183 J/ 


90 
166 
56 
25.8 

235.1 
53.6 

225.9 

556 

347.2 
187.1 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


WEATHER 


13:30 

9640 

0846 

1240 Vienna, New York 

12J0 Athens (RJ) 

1245 Vienna, Chicago, Lbs Angeles 
(RJ) , ^ 

13=00 London (RJ 

1300 Cabo 

1345 Istanbul 

2*3* Riyadh (RJ) 


Meteorology. 


It win be fair, with below Q""” 1 
average tentperatme and northwester- 
ly moderate winds. In Aqaba, winds 
will be northerly moderate and calm 
sea. 


Mm./maT temp. 

Amman 17/27 

Aqaba 25/36 

Deserts 19/32 

Jordan Valley 22 /34 



“The international community 
is still awaiting some sign of 
Iranian interest in compliance 
with Resolution 598,” the deputy 
spokeswoman declared. 


TEL AVTV (R) — Israeli military 
authorities in the occupied; West 
Bank have charged four Palesti- 
nians with involvement in last 
s murder of Nablus Mayor 
AI Masri, Israeli sources 

said. 

An Israeli military court in 
Nablus Monday said two women 
from the town and two men from 
foe Israeli-occupied Gaza Strip 
had joined the Syrian -backed 
Popular Front for foe Liberation -,.d 
of Palestine (PFLP) and helped a 
PLFP squad which killed Mr. 
Masri last March, the sources 
said. 

The men were charged with 
complicity in foe murder, illegal 
ssion of firearms and mem- 
ip of -a banned organisation 
and tne women were accused cf 
aiding the PFLP squad, the 
•sources sid. 

They are also suspected of in- 
volvement in foe killing of two 
Jsraelis in Nablus last year and 
another four attempted murders, 
foe sources said. 

In Gaza, witnesses 


reported 

long queues Monday at army 
roadblocks set up in the wake of a 
machinegun attack on Sunday 
night which wounded two Israelis 
near the Jabaliya Palestinian Re- 
fugee Camp. 

The wounded men, one of 
them a soldier, were in intensive i m 
care at a hospital in the southern ™ 
Israeli city of Beersheba. Israel 
.Television reported. 

The soldier, shot six times in 
foe chest and hip, was in serious 
but stable conation, white the 
other man, hit in the thigh, was 
less seriously injured, it said. 


EMERGENCIES 


GENERAL 


Amman jravemorate 

iCml Defence 198,199 


_ 891228 

Amman Civil Defen 
Civil Defence Iitad .... 271293,273131 

Ovfl Defence Onwosmeh 770733 

Civfl Defence Deir Alla 57306 

Ambulance 193,775111 

Amman downtown Ere brigade .... 198 

Blood Bank 778303 

Civil Defence resale 661111 

Hreheadqnaiten; 622090-3 

rescue 192, 621111, 637777 

race headquarters 639141 

Traffic police 8963900 

Hectnc Power Co. 636381/4,624881 
Municipal water complaints 771125/8 
Qneen Aha Inti. Airport (08)53330/60 


Ax^nTdevUcm 773111/19 

-Kmjo Jordan 774111/19 

Mnristiy of Tourism 642311 

Hotel complaints 666412 

Price complaints 661176 


Telephone Information . [....12 

Jordan and Middle East calls 


Overseas calls 
Repair service 


NIGHT DUTY 


HOSPITALS 


Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32- 

KhaEdi Maternity, J. Amn... 644281/6 
AkDeh Maternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Pnlesifee, Shmosani 6641^/4 

Shmdsani Hospital 669131 

Univa^ Hospital 8458ti 

Al-Muasfier Hospital 667227/9 

Tbc Isbraic, Abaati 666127/37 

Itahan. AJ-Mulrajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashtr.J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Aray.Mmfa 891611/15 

Qneen Aha Hoqntal 60224050 

Amal Hospital 674B5 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Tayseer Khader 606857 

Dr. Abbas A 1 Hakim 891256 

Dr- Haiti Qabain 777751 

Nuzba pharmacy fi3Q237 

Wadfes crphan ^cy .656196 

Shakhsto pharmacy 669495 

■»*n*d pharmacy 771547 


TAXIS: 

is* 1 ,?”— : ..644438- 

- -W® 81 

R*hidtaxi " Zggjo 


numfc 

Motommad Al Taaoi 243711 

Al Far pharmacy |_) 


Dr. Walid Halasa * 982199 

Abo La3 phatnaqr .(-r) 


MARKET prices 


Uppoflowcr price in Ss 


Banana (Mnkammar) ! 270/220 

S!5SF5ji-7 280/200 

- 100/70 

up/ 70 

Orgies ... 


....800 / 700 


270/200 

Lemon (green) 220/ 160 


—,.300/220 

NN 250/700 . 

8/38“ 

nmiB 650/556 

2J0 /2» 

SwecuneJoo fiS/ W 

Tomatoes .... .- 12 QI 70 


V. y 













NEWS IN BRIEF 


League officials discuss upcoming session 

n b i-*- 

Secretary General Chadli Kl.bi to discuss subject reSt e df,?K 
leagues extraord marv session rW , -Tu T Y 77 L elated t0 tfa e 
session, which Ls to b? aSdt^h L^ The 

been called to review the Lreral f- ,gn . mm , lsters ’ ^as 

recent events end developments in the Midd'k" 

Karak governor meets with Japanese team 

KARAK (Petra) — Karak Governor Salem Al Oudah reviewed 
the. week along w.th a Japanese team entrusted idd?a S for 
the development of the Karak and Tafileh reriom to 

^ I» P i™“nTh ln ' r ^' on ' Mr - Oudah said thf p“„ KfojS 
at developing the region s economic, social, and touristic bases 
creatmg new job opportunities, setting up a tourist centre i^dfe 
region and treating a tourist network Utat will be connetSd vrith 
die national tourist projects. The plan, he said ato eiS 
dewdoping tonnst sires near Karak. restoring the Sc S 

S"w° | Prophe, 1 Mohlimmad ’ s companions in Mu’ta and 
Mazar as well as exploiting mineral water resources. 

Real estate fees increase over June figures 

AMMAN (Petra) Revenues from fees for buying and selling 
real estate in Jordan last month registered an increase over the 
same figures in June according to a spokesman for the Depart- 
ment of Lands and Survey. He said that last month the 
department collected JD I,7 j 6.113 compared to JD 1 225 362 in 
the previous month. 

Information minister in Tunis for meetings 

£ etra) "7 Ministry of Information Linder Secretary 
Michael Harnameh met this week with Tunisian Minister of 
Cultural Affairs Zakana Ibn Mustafa in Tunis and discussed 
bilateral relations in the cultural field. They also reviewed future 
cooperation in cultural fields between the two countries Mr 
Hamarneh is currently attending the Carthage International 
Festival being held here. 


Researchers: agency for admin, 
development must be formed 


U.K. air force leader 
meets Jordan counterpart 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Britain's 
Royal Air Force Chief of Staff Sir 
David Craig on Tuesday visited 
the headquarters of the Royal 
Jordanian Air Force and met with 
its- commander. Lieutenant- 
General Ihsan Shurdhon, and 
senior members of his staff. 

Later, Sir David was briefed on 
the various duties of the air force 
and its development. 

Sir David, who arrived in Am- 
man Monday. later visited the 


Martyr's Monument and viewed 
items displayed there. He was 
presented with a medal to com- 
memorate the visit. 

Sir David is due to end his visit 
to Jordan on Aug. 24. 

Reuters quoted a British diplo- 
mat as saying that Mr. Craig's stay 
is part of a pattern of visits by 
British military men to keep in 
contact with their Jordanian 
counterparts. 


Committee discusses 
upgrading border posts 


AMMAN (Petra ) — A commit- 
tee charged with studying the 
statosof the existing border posts 
met Tuesday under the chair- 
manship of Minister of Public 
Works Mahmoud Al Hawamdeh. 

Hk five-member committee 
made a general review of the 
situation at the border posts and 
the services they offer to the 
public. They also discussed the 
construction of a new border 
post near Jaber town along the 
Jonlanian-Syrian borders and 
another near Rweishid along the 
Jonianian-Iraqi border. 

Tbe committee reviewed the 
needs of border posts and means 
of improving their facilities and 


services, according to committee 
spokesman. 

The spokesman said the com- 
mittee has formed a subcommit- 
tee to follow up matters con- 
nected with the needs of the new 
border posts and to submit re- 
ports to the committee by the end 
of September. 

The committee, which had 
been formed upon the instruc- 
tions of Prime Minister Zaid 
Rifai, includes Mr. Hawamdeh. 
Finance Minister Hanna Odeh, 
Minister of Interior Raiai Daiani. 
Public Security Director Abdul 
Hadi Al Majaii and Army Chief 
of Staff Fathi Abu Taleb. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Unless a central 
agency for administrative de- 
velopment is created in Jordan, 
government efforts in this direc- 
tion will bear no fruit, according 
to two working papers submitted 
on Tuesday to a conference on 
the role of top level management 
in reform. 

The papers, researched and 
submitted to the meeting jointly 
by Bashir Al Khadra, from the 
University of Jordan and Dr. 
Yaser Udwan from Yarmouk 
University, claim that all previous 
endeavours in this direction, in- 
cluding various studies conducted 
by international and local agen- 
cies since the early sixties, as well 
as present government trends to 
achieve this end, will not see the 
light if a central agency is not 
established. 

The researchers’ argument on 
the importance of this agency was 
echoed by other speakers during 
the three sessions of the foqr-day 
symposium, which was inaugu- 
rated by Prime Minister Zaid 
Rifai Sunday. 

AH conferees, who spoke in 
favour of setting up an agency, 
said the body should be responsi- 
ble for implementing administra- 
tive reform in Jordan in addition 
to coordinating all efforts of 
administrative development 
among the various government 
departments. 


The researchers touched in de- 
tail on the concepts of administra- 
tive development, which they 
said should be the means for 
organising the society to enable it 
to perform its duties in a more 
professionally and efficiently and 
eventually strengthening the 
state's political and economical 
aspects. 

jThey said administrative re- 
fojrm has a wide range of prob- 
lems to be tackled, “issues which 
Stan with simplifying all gov- 
ernmental (red tape) procedures 
that deal with the public life to 
changing the attitudes of both the 
civil servants and the citizens 
towards each other to make life 
easier for both." 

They charged the government’s 
priorities for administrative re- 
form should be “public service 
performance in a simplified man- 
ner which guarantees the citizen's 
interests." 

“We need to introduce the 
concepts of both the civil servants 
and the civil service to make the 
public administration more sensi- 
tive and responsive while dealing 
with the citizen's daily needs and 
problems." the papers stated. 

One of tbe rwo papers pointed 
to five separate patterns which it 
said serve as a practical model for 
various administrative depart- 
ment heads to help them intro- 
duce reforms. 

Tt also proposed to help 
achieve administrative develop- 
ment with special emphasis on 


cutting much of these depart- 
ments' red tape and removing 
bureaucratic routine. 

A third paper was presented to 
the seminar by Dr. Marwan 
Muasher from the Ministry of 
Planning. The paper outlined 
steps taken so far towards setting 
up a national information data 
system. 

This system. Dr. Muasher said, 
comprise several components, 
the most important of which is 
“the central administration," but 
which also includes a centre for 
economic and social information 
at the Ministry of Planning, a cen- 
tre for scientific and technical 
information at the Royal Scien- 
tific Society (RSS). and a centre 
for the different telecommunica- 
tions network. 

The paper stressed the need for 
collecting data for promoting 
development in the country, fol- 
lowing up the implementation of 
different projects, pursuing scien- 
tific research, and helping the 
process of transfering and absorb- 
ing modern technofogy. 

Dr. Muasher’s paper put for- 
ward several proposals intended 
to help make the national data 
system function successfully. 

The paper suggested an inten- 
sifying coordination between the 
Ministry of Planning and the RSS 
in technical and administrative 
terms, unifying standards em- 
ployed in dealing with data and 
information and securing the re- 
quired finances for the 'project. 


Ministry prepares for seminars 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Education is preparing to 
televise five seminars, held under 
the patronage of His Royal High' 
ness Crown” Prince Hassan, that, 
will deal with overhauling the 
Kingdom's educational system. 
Dr. Radi Waqfi. secretary gener- 
al of the Ministry of Education 
said Tuesday. 

Dr. Waqfi said teams of educa- 
tional experts have finalised re- 
commendations about subjects 
they have discussed for the past 
two months and have prepared 
recommendations for changes in 
the present educational system. 

According to Dr. Waqfi', parti- 
cipants in Uie coining seminars, 
tne firsr-of which will be held 


Aug. 24, will include committee 
members involved in collecting 
information and preparing work- 
ing papers 1 on the subject of 
education, members of the Coun- 
cil of Higher Education, the cen- 
tral educational team and a num- 
ber of education experts. 

The first televised seminar will 
cover subjects related to humani- 
ties. Islamic education. Arabic, 
English and physical education, 
he said. The second will cover the 
sciences, technology, mathema- 
tics, computer science and voca- 
tional training, while the third 
will deal with the effectiveness of 
school education, and the effects 
of the local community on educa- 
tion, kindergarten and nursery 


schools as well as school examina- 
tions. Dr. Waqfi said. 

The fourth seminar will discuss 
educational management, school 
administration, educational su- 
pervision, extra curricular activi- 
ties, scouts and girl guides activi- 
ties and health and nutrition. The 
fifth seminar will deal with au- 
diovisual aids, laboratories 
and school buildings. 

Dr. Waqfi said that once the 
televised seminars are completed, 
the working teams will prepare 
for a national educational confer- 
ence to be held in September. 

Thirty-one committees col- 
lected information about Jordan's 
educational system. 


RSS officials visit CDD departments 


AMMAN (Petra) - President of 
the Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) Dr. Jawad Al Anani and a 
number of RSS department 1 
heads paid visits Tuesday to the 
Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) headquarters and a num- 
ber of its affiliated services. 

The RSS visitors first met with 
CDD Director General Khaled 
Tarawneh and reviewed coopera- 
tion between the two organisa- 
tions as well as the exchange of 
expertise and information. 

The team later visited a CDD 
operation's room which controls 


ail operations related to public 
safety.. They were briefed on the 
first aid and rescue operations 
involving CDD personnel. 

The operations room is con- 
nected directly with 58 civil de- 
fence centres in Joidan and is also 
linked to various industrial plants 
and companies through an early 
warning network that helps deal 
with emergencies, according to 
Colonel Dhib Maani, CDD’s de- 
puty director. 

The CDD’s director of public 
safety briefed the visitors on the 


early warning network which he 
said is also linked to various 
government departments in the 
Amman. Zarqa, Madaba and 
Balqa areas. 

The RSS has been providing 
guidance on safety measures con- 
cerning storage of chemical subst- 
ances and other dangerous mate- 
rials in factories in cooperation 
with the CDD. 

The visitors were also briefed 
on the emergency operations and 
the facilities involved in carrying 
out rescue operations. 


Glass escapes from captivity 

ki. CL.... L -*h 

. (Continued from page I) 


dart, beige trousers and white 
dices. 

Mr. Glass’ British wife Fiona 
said in England that Mr. Glass 
had told her by telephone how he 
locked his sleeping guards in the 
tenth floor apartment where he 
was held, climbed through a win- 
dow and escaped down and out- 
side stairway. 

Asked whether he had been 
released or he had escaped. Mr. 
Glass replied: “It was an escape." 

The captors were sleeping 
when he escaped from a building 
ra Hie southern suburb of Bir El 
Abed, Mr. Glass said. Bir El 
Abed is a stronghold of the radical 
faction of Hizbollah. Party Of 
God. which is believed to be an 
®nbrelia for groups holding the 
foreign hostages. 

Syria has deployed troops in 
west Beirut but has not moved 
into the strongholds of the pro- 
Iranian radicals in South Beirut. 

“I saw people queuing in front 
,of a bakery, and one family 
accepted to’ take me to west 
Beirut and (they) deposited me 
near the Summerland... that is 
where I got the Syrian who 
brought me here." he said. He 
did noi give details of his escape. 
Mr. Sharaa told Mr. Glass: 


Sync 

government and President Hafez 
Al Assad have done all they 
could... political pressures, all 
sorts of pressures, (and) con- 
tacts" to secure Mr. Glass free- 
dom because he was kidnapped 
when west Beirut was under Sy- 
rian army control. 

•‘We consider this an unaccept- 
able challenge to us. Your case 
was a real challenge to us. Presi- 
dent Assad, myself and the Sy- 
rian Government are all very satis- 
fied and most happy that you are 
here safe and sound, although it 
seems to me that you have lost 
some weight,” Mr. Sharaa said. 

“I highly appreciate all your 
efforts. I "know that you have 
done so much," Mr. Glass re- 
plied. 

The official news agency 
SANA, quoting a well-informed 
source, said the kidnappers 
■■facilitated Glass’s escape so that 
they will not be pursued and 
besieaed by Syrian troops. 

SA'NA added: “They als° 
wanted to appear as though they 
did not submit to pressure exer- 
cised by Syria for the re easeof 
the American jounjahsL The 
source quoted by SANA said the 
kidnappers told Syrian troops be- 
forehand of his planned rele, 


lease. 

illbiiwiv r 

-«j. Nine Americans are among 

Wc have spared no effort of any foreigners still missing, believed 
;:nd to save you.” kidnapped in Lebanon. 


udi diplomat dies in Iran 

Iw.n'c U»i nilorimafr 

Continued from page I) 


irt” his revolution to Saudi 
ia and other countries along 
iulf region. 

i on Monday claimed the 
i have deported seven Ira- 
afficials wno supervise Ira- 
ptigrims. IRNA said the 
pilgrimage security author- 
a iso have given Ho- 
slaro Mehdi kamibi, the 
sentative of Ayatollah 
teini, 24 hours to leave 
Arabia. 

daimed that the head of 


Iran's Haj pilgrimage organisa- 
tion. Hussein Rezaie, and six 
other Iranian officials were de- 
tained 17 hours by armed police 
and put on a plane for Tehran 
Sunday night. 

The official Saudi Press Agen- 
cv quoted Monday night a 
responsible Saudi source as de- 
nying there were any arrests or 
there was any Iranian pressured 
to lea\e Saucli Arabia. 

The unnamed source com- 
mented on tbe IRNA re Pprt, 
saying the news agency was “fab- 
ricating lies as usual.” 


Iraq urges 
U.N. effort 

(Continued from page 1) 
countries have a friendship 
treaty. 

Mr. Aziz in his letter cited 
dozens of examples of Iranian 
violations of ceasefire, saying Ira- 
nian long-range artillery shelled 
the southern port city of Basra 
and other border towns, killing 
and wounding a number of civi- 
lians. 

He also said Iran launched a 
number of cross-border offensive 
to occupy Iraqi territory after 
July 20. 

Iraq has accepted the resolu- 
tion on the condition that Iran 
does likewise. 

U.S. officials in Washington 
said on Monday it was doubtful 
some of the five permanent mem- 
bers of the Security Council 
would agree to an arms embargo. 

They "added that the Soviet 
Union, one of the five, was 
hesi taring in initial consultations 
on such a move. The United 
States and Britain favour sanc- 
tions. France and China are the 
two other permanent members. 

In another development Mon- 
day, the United States welcomed 
Iranian willingness to meet U.N. 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar to discuss the Security 
Council ceasefire order. 

But State Department spokesp 
woman Phyllis Oakley told repor- 
ters that unless Tehran moved 
quickly to accept the ceasefire 
order, the Security Council would 
have to consider measures to 
enforce it. 

“Recent indications of Iranian 
willingness to meet with the 
secretary general at high-level, 
both in New York and Tehran, 
are a welcome sign," she said. 

But she added, “unless there is 
a change in the Iranians’ attitude 
very soon, we believe the council 
must move quickly to^ consider 
enforcement measures.” 

“In this critical situation, time 
is of the essence," she said. 


Iranian ship tails Guadalcanal 


(Continued from page !) 
not say when tbe device was 
found. It gave the location as 
northeast of Kubbar Island, 
which is 32 kilometres off the 
coast, due east of Kuwait's main 
oil loading terminal at A! 
Ahmadi. 

Neither did the report say 
where the mine had originated, 
but Iran is widely believed to be 
the source of the floating explo- 
sives that have appeared in recent 
weeks in the Gulf and waters just 
outside. 

The mine was the first reported 
found in coastal waters off 
Kuwait since the U.S.-led con- 
voys of reflagged Kuwaiti tankers 
began almost a month ago. 

The statement did not explain 
how the explosive was “dealt 


with,” bur prior to the convoys, 
U.S. and Kuwaiti navy experts 
bad cleared and detonated at 
least eight mines in the Al Ahma- 
di ship channel. 

Last week, a mine was found in 
the harbour at Khafji, a Saudi 
Arabian oil port about 80 
kilometres south of Al Ahmadi. 
A Saudi navy frogman was killed 
by accident while trying to ex- 
plode it, Saudi officials reported. 

The Iranians have accused the 
Americans or planting the mines 
and Tehran said Tuesday a force 
of Iranian navy minesweeping 
ships and helicopters had de- 
tected and destroyed several 
mines outside the waterway in the 
Gulf of Oman off the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE). 


Israel says Soviets want contacts 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Novick said he believed 
that Moscow agreed in principle 
that an international conference 
must not impose a Middle East 
peace solution on Israel. 

Mr. Novick told reporters: 

“I think they understand and 
accept the basic premise... that 
the conference will have no right 
or ability to impose a solution, to 
veto agreements reached by the 
parties or to intervene in the 
direct bilateral negotiations un- 
less invited by the mutual consent 
of the negotiating parties.” 

He said the Soviet Union was 
more optimistic than Israel that 
Syria would ultimately join the 
talks and still differed with Israel 
over who should represent the 
Palestinians. Israel refuses to talk 
to the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). 

In Bucharest, Romania, Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
met Tuesday with Romanian 
President Nicolae Ceausescu for 
talks that Mr. Ceausescu said 
would focus on bilateral issues 
and peace. 

Earlier, Mr. Shamir met with 


Romanian Premier Constantin 
Descalescu for about an hour of 
talks, before beginning his meet- 
ing with Mr. Ceausescu. 

Mr. Ceausescu was expected to 
press Mr. Shamir on his opposi- 
tion to an international Middle 
East peace conference. The 
Romanian leader last week 
agreed at a meeting with PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat to work 
for a United Nations-sponsored 
conference with PLO participa- 
tion. 

Israel regards the PLO os a 
“terrorist organisation” bent on 
the Jewish state’s destruction 
and, although Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres has cam- 
paigned for convening such a 
conference, Shamir is set against 
the idea on grounds it would 
force Israel to hand back Arab 
land captured 20 years ago. 

A Romanian official who asked 
not to be identified said Mr. 
Ceausescu met Elias Freij, mayor 
of Bethlehem, and discussed the 
convening of an international 
peace conference. 

The official said Mr. Freij’s 
visit was a coincidence. 



His Majesty King Hussein meets with Ele Saaf. 
director of UNRWA affairs In Jordan (far left), 
Giorgio Giacomelli. commissioner general of UN- 


RWA and Mam an (Jusvm. Chief of Ihc Royal 
Court i far right) (Petra photo) 


King meets with UNRWA chie 


if 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein held 
an audience with Mr. Giorgio Giacomelli, commis- 
sioner general of the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) at Al Nadwa Palace 
Tuesday. 


During the meeting. Mr. 
Giacomelli briefed the Sing on 
UNRWA's activities and under- 
lined the agency's determination 
to maintain its basic and urgent 
services to Palestinian refugees. 

He said that continued assist- 
ance to the refugees reflects the 
international community's desire 
for finding a just solution for their 
problems. 

Mr. Giacomelli voiced L1N- 
RWA's appreciation to the King 
for providing facilities and sup- 
port for the agency's operations 
and for helping UNRWA raise 
funds to finance its operations. 

Also attending the meeting was 
Chief of the Royal Court Marwan 
Al Qasem. Minister of Occupied 
Territories Affairs Marwan 
Dudin and Director of UNRWA 
affairs in Jordan Ele Saaf. 

Mr. Giacomelli who arrived in 
Amman Monday on a five-day 
visit to Jordan also met with the 
Palestinian representatives at- the 
UNRWA head office and re- 
viewed the agency's three-step 
plan to promote health, relief ana 
educational services for the re- 
fugees and means of raising 


necessary funds for the agency's 
services and projects. 

TTie Jordan News Agency. Pet- 
ra. said representatives submitted 
demands concerning their needs 
and requirements for improving 
services at their camps especially 
in health, social welfare and edu- 
cational fields. 

Earlier in the da>. Mr. 
Giacomelli heard Mr.’ Dudin 
speak about lelugees' conditions. 

Mr. Dudin presented a detailed 
briefing on Jordan's contributions 
toward improving the living con- 
ditions of the camp residents by 
providing relief supplies and ser- 
vice projects. 

Mr. Dudin reiterated the gov- 
ernment's support on maintaining 
cooperation with UNRWA in a 
bid (o alleviate the sufferings of 
the refugees. Petra stated. ' 

For his part. Mr. Giacomelli 
spoke about LHMRWA program- 
mes and services to the refugees 
within its fields of operations. 

Mr. Giacomelli voiced his 
appreciation to His Majesty King 
Hussein and the Jordanian gov- 
ernment for their close coopera- 
tion wirh UNRWA and their sup- 


port for its international Jundr.iiv 
ing efforts for humanitarian 
efforts in the camps. 

Mmisir> Under Secretary 
Ahmad Oat. mam and UNRWA’s 
director in Jordan Ele Saul were 
among those present at th>- 
meeting. 

Mr. Giacnmelli also met Tues- 
day with Foreign Minister Tahv 
Al Masri wuh whom he review 
UNRWA-JorJanian cooper at i> 
in providing services to the :. 
fugees. 

Mr. Giacomelli will be torn, 
a number of refugee camps .. . 

ing hi> slay in the Kingdom 

will aKo hold meetings with heads 
of foreign diplomatic missions 
whose countries imrm.iilv coiuvi- 
buie to UNRWA's annual 
budget. 

Last month, delegations from 
Arab countries thai host Palesti- 
nian refugees and I rum countries 
that contribute to UNRWA met 
in Vienna for a two-day session 
and discussed the recurrent de- 
ficit in UNRWA's budget 

UNRWA, created 3? year* 
bv the U.N. General Assembly, 
uses financial aid to carry oii: 
relief programmes and provide 
basic services for hundreds -.if 
thousands of Palestinians made 
homeless following the creation 
of the state ot Israel and the I 1 - 1 - " 
Middle East war. 


Local company to build bypass phase 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Public Works has awarded 
a local construction company a 
JD 5.943 million contract to build 
the first phase of a ring road 
linking Aqaba's port with Wadi 
Al Yitem. which will enable 
heavy vehicles to avoid the con- 
gested roads of the port city. 

Minister of Public Works 
Mahmoud A I Hawamdeh said 
after the signing ceremony that 
work on the project will begin 
within two months and will take 
about two years to complete. 

The road's construction is part 
of the ministry's programmes to 
building ring roads around major 
towns and cities allowing lorries 
and heavy vehicles to avoid city 
streets which are normally con- 


gested, Mr. Hawamdeh said. 

The projected road, he said, 
will be 32 kilometres long and will 
be financed through loans from 
the Kuwait Fund “for Economic 
and Social Development and the 
Saudi Development Fund. 

The ministry has divided the 
project into two parts, the first of 
which will be implemented 
through the contract signed Tues- 
day, the minister said. The first 
section of the road will contain 
four lanes with a divider and will 
have a side canal for draining 
water running, down from Wadi 
Tou which will carry wastewater 
from industrial plants, the Jordan 
Fertiliser Industry Company and 
the thermal power station! The 
first stage will be II kilometres 


long, he added. 

The second phase of the pro- 
ject. the construction of 22 
kilometres of road. will be 
offered in a tender to local con- 
tractors which is expected to take 
place on Aug. 29. 

The second phase of the pro- 
ject. the minister explained, had 
earlier been awarded to the South 
Korean contracting company 
Sang Young lor JD o.i»3h million 
but the company said it would not 
be able to carry out the work, 
forcing the ministry to announce 
the tender again. 

Linder Secretary of the Minis- 
try Khaiaf Hawwuri and other 
officials were present at the sign- 
ine of the contract. 
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Are we missing something? 


IN ITS involvement in efforts to hold an international peace 
conference on the Middle East. Washington appears to be telling the 
Arab side not to despair about the American inability at the present to 
nudge Israel from its rejectionist position on the question of the 
conference. But it seems what Washington says or appears to be 
saying is one thing while what it is doing is something else, different in 
scope and purpose. What the Reagan administration is doing right 
now is not bringing Israel any doser to accepting the idea of the 
conference. Rather it seems to be strengthening the hand of forces 
opposing what is universally considered as the only available vehide 
for Arab- Israeli negotiations. 

Following his meeting with Mr. Charles Hill, a special U.S. envoy, 
earlier this month. Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir was quoted as 
saying that they had discussed “other ideas than an international 
conference which I don't see as a means of advancing peace." 
Knowing Mr. Shamir, we wonder what it was exactly that Mr. Hill 
was discussing with him. Upon Mr. Hill's return to Washington, the 
U.S. State Department confirmed the envoy did not bring new ideas or 
initiatives and that during discussions with the Israeli premier and his 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres, both sides reaffirmed the need to 
continue active efforts to find practical ways to move the peace process 
forward. The Stale Department then added that it understood the 
importance of working with a unified Israeli government as both 
countries proceed in efforts to move the peace process forward. Nice 
words of course, but could the State Department please tell us how on 
earth it perceives dealing with a unified Israeli government and 
promote the only possible means to peace talks at the same time. True, 
one should not expect Washington to take sides and contribute to the 
existing divisions within the Israeli government, but is it not possible 
for this superpower to have its own independent stand on Middle East 
issues, its own policies and its own drive? U.S. Secretary of State 
George Shultz said in an Aug. 6 press conference that an international 
conference, in and of itself, is of no interest to the United States and 
that the way to go was through direct negotiations. Well, is this not 
exactly what the Israeli rejectionist camp wants to hear to strengthen 
its opposition to an international conference? Or are we missing 
something there? 

The next set of questions are all too familiar. Still, it may tie useful 
to keep asking them between now and then. When will it sink in in 
Washington that, with or without direct negotiations, the Likud party 
as led by Shamir and Sharon and others of Uielr ilk is never going to 
agree, under any condition, to relinquish what those Israelis consider 
the land of Eretz Israel. Judea and Samaria and Gaza? How many 
times does Shamir need lo repeat that what he is essentially offering is 
direct negotiations to achieve “peace in return for peace?" and when 
will it be understood that Shamir is proposing the same terms be 
knows are most unpalatable to the Arab side and that he would only 
call for direct negotiations as long as he knows there is no one on the 
Arab side to return his call? And, finally, when will it sink in in 
Washington that if the U.S. was really interested in peace, it cannot 
continue to strengthen the hands of those who oppose it? 
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Al Ra 7; First step in right direction 


THE on-going seminar on management of government departments 
heard Ibrahim Izzeddin. president of the Civil Service Commission, 
outlining the outcome of continued government efforts to develop 
public administration in Jordan. Mr. Izzeddin pointed in particular to 
•achievements made in education, in health and in the establishment 
of a national data system. He also referred to current moves to enact 
legislations on science and technology and the introduction of 
amendments to legislations governing the country's administrative 
system. 

Mr. Izzeddin referred in particular to the work of the Civil Service 
Commission and the Royal Commission for Administrative Reform 
and their drive to develop, control and finance programmes and on 
job training in government businesses and the selection of the right 
persons for filling government posts. He said these were all 
inter-related issues which, if handled properly, could result in success 
and help promote the aims of national development. Mr. Izzeddin 
rightly pointed out that the development of the country’s public 
administration is bound to achieve success, since it enjoys the 
backing and support of the political leadership and the blessings of 
King Hussein who has been giving serious attention to the develop- 
ment of government departments in the Kingdom. Perhaps the 
seminar which is attended by heads of government departments will 
result in constructive resolutions serving as a first step in the right 
direction. 


Al Dustour: Kinsmen need more support 


EVERYDAY brings, with it more evidence and further proof of 
Israel's expansionist and colonialist nature and its lust for aggression 
and usurpation of Arab land with total disregard to international 
principles and laws. While appearing to be inclined to make peace 
with the Arabs, the Israeli leaders are now involved in stealing water 
resources from the occupied West Bank and making preparations for 
building vet four more Jewish settlements on confiscated Arab 
territory.' 

At the same time. Israel continues to stifle all forms of resistance to 
its arbitrary and illegal measures. Following the announcement of its 
seizure of the Jerusalem District Electricity Company Israeli troops 
used force to stem anti-Israeli demonstrations and protests like those 
which happened recently in Gaza Strip and the Jabaliya refugee 
camp. Israel seems intent on maintaining the policy of force against 
the Arab inhabitants, detaining Arab youths, imposing curfews and 
expropriating more Arab land". By pursuing this aggressive policy, 
Israel is creating many hostile elements within the Arab community, 
and, by its repressive measures in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, 
it is opening new fronts. 

We believe, regardless of the duration of the occupation, it will end 
one-day. We also believe that the Arab population under Israeli rule 
is now m need of solidarity from their kinsmen in the re-sr of the Arab 
World and more support in this adversity. 


>awt Al Shaab: Israel has old/new designs 


TWO spots in the Arab World are currently witnessing increased 
tension which is detrimental to Arab security and stability. The first 
being the Gulf where foreign naval forces arc being amassed while 
the Gulf conflict is being escalated. The other is Lebanon where 
Israel is escalating tension in the south and foreign agents conspiring 
lo rekindle the civil strife, involving cast and west Beirut in a new 
cycle of violence and bloodshed. Israel is massing troops in southern 
Lebanon,, awaiting an opportune moment for penetrating Lebanese 
territory again for new acts of aggression. 

As the war activity in the Gulf is gaining momentum, the Israelis in 
South Lebanon are' making preparations for a new incursion which 
they hope will help them make gains that they missed in their 1982 
invasion. 


Riyadh-Tehran rift strengthens Saudi- Egyptian solidarity 


By Aly Mahmoud 

The Associated Press 


BAHRAIN — Egypt has played 
an important theological card in 
favour of Saudi Arabia and 
against Iran's attempt to gain 
influence over the holy places in 
the kingdom. 

Cairo’s Al A 2 har University 
and mosque last week issued a 
religious edict for ail Muslims to 
condemn Iran for the Mecca 
riots. 

“Islam and Muslims are being 
subjected to a conspiracy led by a 
mischievous group against the 
sacred places of God." Al Azhar 
said in a statement broadcast by 
state-run Cairo Radio. “Iran has 
unveiled its mischief toward 
Islam's holy shrines when it insti- 
gated the (Mecca) riots." 

Arab diplomats and high offi- 
cials here said it is a significant 
move in the rebuilding of bridges 
between Saudi Arabia and Egypt. 
Saudi Arabia, they say, sees the 
Egypt connection as a means of 
countering a growing Iranian 
menace after the bloody pilgrim- 
age clashes in Mecca July 31. 
"The 10-century-old A I Azhar is 
generally recognised as the intel- 
lectual capital of Islam and the 
most respected seat of Islamic 
learning. The mosque and uni- 


versity remain the leading source 
of Koranic interpretation on mat- 
ters ranging from theology to 
politics and civil laws. 

It commands important influ- 
ence among the Sunni Muslim 
sect, who make up more than 90 
per cent of the world's estimated 
830 million Muslims. 

King Fahd of Saudi Arabia 
messaged his thanks and appre- 
ciation to Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak for Al Azhar's 
statement. 

Saudi Arabia in 1979 joined 
other Arab powers in severing 
diplomatic relations with Egypt in 

f irmest against its treaty with 
srael. 

The minister was referring to 
Egypt’s quest for formal resume 
rion of diplomatic ties with Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain and other Arab 
countries. 

During the sacred Muslim pil- 
grimage a large number of the 
157.0CK) Iranian pilgrims defied 
Saudi warnings and tried to orga- 
nise ami- American and veiled 
anti-Saudi demonstrations in 
streets and squares around Mec- 
ca's Grand Mosque. Islam's 
holiest shrine. 

A total of 402 persons, 275 of 
them Iranian, were killed in stam- 
pedes and clashes with riot 
police, in what the Saudis de- 


Off you go, my children. 
The world Is waiting 
for our message. 


7r 



nounced as an attempt to dese- 
crate Mecca. 

The Tehran Islamic revolution- 


ary regime of Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini claimed the Saudi 


security forces opened up with 
machine gun fire on the demon- 
strators, and threatened to “di- 
vest control of the holy shrines 
from the contaminated existence 
of the (Saudi) Wahhabis, those 
hooligans.” 


The Iranians also vowed to 
“remove the colossal and pre- 
cious wealth belonging to the 
Islamic World which Lies under 
the soil of the Arabian Peninsula 
... from the control of the cri- 
minals." 


This was widely seen here as an 
attempt by Iran to broaden its 
political differences with Saudi 
Arabia into a religious and eco- 


nomic conflict. 

Despite its recognised stature 
as defender of the faith and guar- 
dian of Islam's holy places. Saudi 
Arabia was clearly pleased to get 
help to meet the Iranian chal- 
lenge to its stewardship of the 
Islamic holy places. 

Iran's attitude during the Haj 
was condemned by many Islamic 
countries around the world. 

The Iranian threat, according 


to analysts and opinion-make^ in 
the Gulf, has encouraged the 
view that the ouster of Egypt has 
aggravated conditions of disunity 
in the Arab World. 

Khomeini has threatened, to 
“export" his Islamic revolution.tQ 
Saudi Arabia and other countries 
along the Gulf region. Since 198) 
Saudi security have been trying to 
cope wiih attempts by Iranian 
pilgrims to spread political prop- 
aganda and foment unrest among 
the pilgrims every year. 

The Saudis displayed arms and 
explosives the Iranians tried to 
smuggle into the kingdom at the 
onset of the Haj season last year. 

Iran's aggressive behaviour has 
already led to one expression of 
regional Arab unity. 

In 1981, after the iy79 Iranian 
revolution, the brief seizure of 
the Grand Mosque in Mecca by 
radical fundamentalists and Iran- 
backed subversive plots to incite 
Shi'ites in several Ciulf countries, 
the Gulf Cooperation Council 
was formed. 

Saudi Arabia, the leading 
member, is joined by Kuwait, the 
Unied Arab Emirates. Bahrain. 
Qatar and Oman. 

It was created to shield the 
Gulf Arab countries against inter- 
nal subversion and external milit- 
ary threats. 


Mountain air won ’t cure Reagan ’s political ills 


By William Scally 

Reuter 


SANTA BARBARA — Presi- 
dent Reagan has settled into a 
three-week holiday at his moun- 
tain ranch hideaway hoping the 
rest does as much for his political 
reputation as his health. 

When he comes down from the 
retreat next month he will need 
all the strength he puts into his 
favourite holiday chore of chop- 
ping wood to cope with hard 
foreign policy issues and battle 
congress on the budget, trade, 
and defence. 


of many political experts dam- 
aged beyond repair Reagan's 
once-formidable political clout. 

Polls show that an overwhelm- 
ing majority of the American 
people still like and respect* 
Reagan. 


cy, Reagan has repeatedly re- 
jected calls for a tax increase and 
has attacked congressional cuts in 
defence spending. 


Reagan hopes the sleepy vaca- 
tion month of August and his 
televised address last week, hours 
before he headed west on holi- 
day, can heal the wound inflicted 
on his presidency by the seven- 
month iran-contra scandal. 

‘The issues involved have been 
examined from every angle and in 
every light. The mistakes that 
were made have been dealt with. 
Now it’s time for Americans to 
come together and move our na- 
tion forward," he said in a Satur- 
day radio speech from his Califor- 
nia ranch. 

But the effects of the secret 
arms sales to Iran and diversion 
of profits to the U.S.-backed re- 
bels in Nicaragua have in the view 


But a recent poll also found 
that 49 per cent of Americans 
were unsatisfied with the presi- 
dent's explanation of the scandal 
and 63 per cent disbelieved he 
was unaware of the diversion of 
funds to the contras. 

Of Reagan’s ability to domin- 
ate the political scene for the last 
17 months of his presidency. 
Democratic pollster Peter Hart 
said, “I think those days are past 
for Ronald Reqgan.” 

The budget will be one of the 
most decisive battles. 


in speech after speech, Reagan 
has blasted Congress for its chao- 
tic dealings with the deficit-rid- 
den federal budget. 

“Delay after dealy, missed 
deadline after missed deadline, 
the entire budget process is so 
chaotic it is providing a cover for 
those in Congress whose aim is to 
shift resources from the people's 
interest to the special interests.” 
he said in his radio speech. 

Despite record government de- 
ficits run up during his presiden- 


His solution has been a call for 
an amendment to the constitution 
mandating a balanced budget and 
power to veto parts of a spending 
bill instead of the whole thing. 

Reagan is also threatening to 
veto trade legislation unless it is 
shorn of what he says are danger- 
ous protectionist provisions. “I 
will not sign bills that close down 
markets and shut off expanded 
job opportunities,” he has said. 

Tension between Congress and 
the president is also on the rise 
over Reagan's nomination of 
Judge Robert Bork as supreme 
court justice. The confirmation of 
Bork. an advocate of judicial 
restraint, has become a conserva- 
tive battle ciy. 

But the president is at odds 
with many of those same con- 
servatives, his main backers, over 
Central American policy. 

They fear his conditional 
.acceptance of a peace plan 
adopted by Central American 
presidents could lead to the admi- 
nistration selling out the contras. 

Liberal Democrats suspect the 
administration's motive In pur- 
suing negotiations is to pave the 


way for more contra aid. A new 
battle on aid is expected when a 
$1 00 million package runs out on 
Sept. 30. 

Reagan and Congress are also 
dancing around each other over 
policy in the Gulf. 

Many legislators fear the Un- 
ited States might be drawn into 
the seven-year-old Iran- Iraq war 
by putting 11 Kuwaiti tankers 
under the U.S. flag and giving 
them navy protection against Ira- 
nian attack. 

Another incident in the Gulf 
like a Kuwaiti tanker hitting a 
mine and a U.S. jet Gring a 
missile firing at an Iranian aircraft 
are certain to renew demands 
that the War Powers Act be 
invoked. 

The one bright spot for Reagan 
is arms control, with the United 
States and the Soviet Union 
saying an agreement on eliminat- 
ing intermediate-range nuclear 
missiles is reachable. 

The accord would be the first 
to commit the superpowers to 
scrapping major nuclear weapons 
systems, and would assure 
Reagan a unique place in history. 

If all goes well Reagan is likely 
to sign the treaty at a Washington 
summit with Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev late this year 
or early next year. 


Soviets make arms concessions but 
both superpowers are seen winning 


By Carol Giacomo 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — The Soviet 
Union has made most of the 
concessions that have brought the 
superpowers dose to a new arms 
agreement and probably will give 
way on its stand against the Per- 
shing- 1 A missile as well. U.S. 
officials and analysts say. 

But while the deal to scrap 
intermediate-range nudear forces 
(INF) worldwide is shaping up as 
strongly favouring the U.S. posi- 
tion, most experts say it is sim- 
plistic to oondude that one side is 
the winner and the other the 
loser. 

“I think that rarely is there a 
net victor, somebody who stole 
the deal from the other.” Har- 
vard University defence analyst 
Ashton Carter told Reuters. 
“We're all too careful for that.” 
Senior U.S. arms control offi- 
cial Kenneth Adelman has 
boasted rhe approaching INF 
deal “is basically on our terms,” 
and many experts agree. 

“To reach this moment of 
opportunity, the two sides have 
come a long way ... with the 
Soviet Union making essentially 
all the concessions," said 
Spurgeon Keeny of the indepen- 
dent Arms Control Assodation. 

These include the Soviet Union 
abandoning demands such as: 

— British and French nudear 
forces must be included in nego- 
tiations; 

— An agreement on INF weapons 
in Europe, including Soviet SS4 
and SS20 missiles and U.S. Per- 
shing-2 and cruise missiles with a 
range of 1.000 to 5,000 
kilometres, be linked to an 
accord on strategic weapons and 
space defences; 

— That shorter-range INF mis- 
siles, which travel 500 to 1,000 
kilometres, be negotiated separ- 
ately; and 

— That Moscow retain 100 INF 
warheads in Asia. 

Moreover, if the pact is signed 
this year as many expect, the 
Soviets would have to destroy 
more than 1,400 warheads while 
the Americans would only lose 
316. 

“It’s quite unusual to see an 
unbalanced equilibrium of con- 
cessions" like this, said Ambassa- 
dor Gerard Smith, who helped 


"RIPPLE: HOW MANY MISSILES POES IT TAKE 
TO PUT OUT ALL THE U6HT BULBS?" 



negotiate the 1972 Strategic Arms 
Limitation Treaty. 

“The general impression is that 
the Soviets seem to be more 
anxious for a deal than we are,” 
he told Retuers. 

Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev seized the arms control 
propaganda advantage, at least in 
Europe, with a series of conces- 
sions since February that sur- 
prised many U.S. analysts and 
injected momentum into mori- 
bund U.S. -Soviet talks at 
Geneva. 

U.S. officials believe the credit 
is undeserved because, they sav. 
Moscow adopted an untenable 
position in 1981 when President 
Reagan first proposed destroying 
all LNF missiles. 


“If the Soviets start off with an 
outrageous position and we start 
out with a reasonable position, 
then to get an agreement that’s 
worthwhile, they've got to make 
many more concessions than we 
have,” said one senior U.S. offi- 
cial. 

But Dimitri Simes, a Soviet 
expert with the private Carnegie 
Endowment for International 
Peace, said the original Soviet 
stance was reasonable given the 
Soviet leadership and thinking 
that existed when Reagan came 
to office in 1981. 

Then, he said, Soviet doctrine 
held that "you don't sacrifice 
military systems which you just 
deployed, you never give away 
more than the other side.” 


But with Gorbachev's bold new 
leadership and creativity, the 
Soviets have come to realise “it 
can make more sense to sacrifice 
greater numbers of weapons ... to 
achieve a desirable objective,” 
Simes said. 

It is widely believed in the 
United States that Gorbachev 
needs a major foreign policy 
achievement soon to counter 
domestic critics and enable his 
government to devote its re- 
sources to reinvigorating the 
Soviet system. 

Reagan leaves office in January 
1989 and if an arms deal is not 
reached with him, it could wait 
for years until a new president — 
even if inclined towards arms 
control — is ready. 

The INF deal is more signifi- 
cant politically than militarily. It 
hinges on a class of weapons that 
the North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nisation (NATO) began to de- 
ploy in 1983 only after much 
agonising. 

Many U.S. analysts say that by 
accepting the so-called zero op- 
tion, Moscow has a chance to 
unsettle the alliance, embarrass 
Washington and advance Soviet 
goals in Europe. 

This is seen in a Soviet de- 
mand, advanced only sinoe April, 
that 72 West German Pershing- 
1A missiles with U.S. warheads 
and a range of 740 kilometres be 
part of an INF deal. 

Washington has maintained the 
ageing missiles are “third coun- 
try'’ systems that are not negoti- 
able. 

But the dispute has caused new 
strains in Bonn, where opposition 
parties who fear the weapons will 
scuttle an arms deal have in- 
creased pressure for West Ger- 
many to jp've them up. 

Two senior U.S. officials separ- 
ately told Reuters they think that 
in the end Moscow will concede 
on the Perehing-lAs. 

Simes agreed, “If the Soviets 
understand that the United States 
means business, that the missiles 
are not on the table, this issue mil 
disappear as quickly as it 
emerged,” he said. 

Many experts believe a com- 
promise could involve the United 
States and West Germany 
agreeing not to modernise the 
missiles when they become obso- 
lete in the early 1990s. 



David Lange with' supporters after being elected prime minister for a 
third term 


By Christopher Pritchett 

Reuter 


WELLINGTON — New Zea- 
land's Labour Party has returned 
to power with a virtually free 
hand thanks to a new coalition of 
supporters forged by its free- 
market policies. 

“What a remarkable country. 
What a remarkable judgment,” 
Prime Minister David Lange said 
when his party was reelected 
Saturday with a comfortable 15- 
seat majority in parliament, the 
same overall as in the previous 
assembly. 

Lange, 45. said the mould of 
New Zealand politics had been 
broken and sent to the furnace by 
a new spread of supporters backing 
his nominally Socialist Party: the 
wealthy in the big cities, workers, 
and small businessmen in the 
provinces. 

“And this is the man who did 
it,” he proclaimed, joining hands 
with Finance Minister Roger 
Douglas at a victory celebration 
in Auckland. 

Douglas has promised more 
reforms by a government that 
campaigned on its record and 
promised so little that it can now 
claim it has an almost unlimited 
mandate. 

The outcome was a bitter blow 
to Jim Bolger, 52-year-old leader 
of the opposition National Party 
which promised much and ruled 
New Zealand for nine years until 
1984. 

Media commentators say Bol- 
ger won the campaign with a 
rigorous presentation of policies 
but lost the election by failing to 
recognise the power of the coali- 
tion forged by Labour among the 
nation's 2.1 million voters. 

Observers had predicted he 
would draw support from work- 
ers who bore the brunt of unem- 
ployment and older voters hank- 
ering for the "good old days” of 
prosperity. 

Bolger's consolation is that he 
consolidated his position as lead- 
er of a sometimes quarrelsome 
party and can feel much freer to 
replace some of its old guard with 
younger members full of new 
ideas. 

Labour inherited an almost 
bankrupt nation when it won a 
snap election called by former 
National Prime Minister Sir 
Robert Muldoon in 1984. 

The reforms that followed were 
not among its promises, leading 
to Bolger’s charge that it had a 
secret agenda both then and now. 

Farmers lost subsidies and 
many were driven off the land by 
bankruptcy. 

The economy was de-ree- 
ul a ted. 


go out of business. 

The tax burden was shifted 
from earners to consumers. 

Inflation remains high and un- 
employment has grown but 
Douglas and Lange insist this is 
inevitable and New Zealand is 
clawing its way back to 
prosperity. 

Lange told reporters on Sun- 
day that there was no turning 
back because the nation had 
embraced the reforms fully. 

“It’s a matter of capitalising on 
what has already been sacrificed 
for,” he said. "’What's going to 
happen in the next three years is 
that we will use a dynamic eco- 
nomy to make New Zealand a 
fitter place to live in.” 

He and Douglas have said their 
next targets for change are social 
services and education. Labour 
believes teachers are not provid- 
ing the training and skills needed 
by employers. 

Douglas devoted his final cam- 
paign speech to these goals and 
what he sees as the need to get 
value for billions of dollars spent 
by a nation that believes it in- 
vented the welfare state. 

He had a warning for the pro- 
viders of social services such as 
doctors, civil servants and admi- 
nistrators. 


“We have poured a lot i 
money in one end without so< 
ceeding in getting comparable in 
provements out the other end. 
he said. “We have allowed tl 
interests of the providers to d 
verge from the interests of tha 
who need the service.” 

He added that identification i 
waste could improve access i 
services and their delivery^ 

The election means there wi 
be no change in foreign polk] 
Labour is committed to keepii 
New Zealand free of nuclei 
weapons despite the strain th 
has caused in relations wil 
Washington and the country 
suspension from the ANZUS <£ 
fence alliance with the Unite 
States and Australia. 

We have a businesslike, pra 
tical relationship with the Unite 
States," Lange said. “We’re m 
going to have a military reli 
tionship with the United Stati 
and we’re not going to be in 
nuctar relationship with the Ui 
ned States." 


New Zealand Labour 
gets open mandate 


* 


The dollar was devalued 20 per 
cem and floated. 


Government departments were 
turned into commercial corpora- 
tions and told to make profits or 


He added that Australia' 
Hawke would visit New Zi 
this year for the first time 
Hawke became Labour 
minister in 1984. They 1 
discuss trade, the Pacific i 
aud government reorganisal 

New Zealand. 

Lange said Hawke had 
phoned him Saturday night 
election results came in. Th 
stralian leader had said fa 
very impressed with Do 
economic programme, he s 
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Architectural remains at Aqaba provide fresh 
food for thought to historians and archaeologists 


This is the final part of a two-part 
article. The first part was pub- 
lished in yesterday's (Aug. 18) 
issue of the Jordan Times 

Text and pizotos 
By Rami G. Khouri 

Special to the Jordan Times 

THIS Year’s excavations at 
Aqaba have exposed substantial 
architectural remains from the 
Abbasid/Fatimid period town 
(9th-to-ll£h centuries AD), pro- 
viding historians with much new 
information and tourists with a 
major new site to visit in Aqaba. 

As yoit walk onto the site from 
the comiche boulevard, you first 
come upon segments of the town 
all, which was cleared along a 
length of over 80 metres. The 
wall varied in width from 2. 6-2.8 
metres, and was composed of two 
parallel stone courses filled in 
with nibble. The wall has been 
excavated to a height of 1.5 
metres; but judging from the 
height of the excavated main 
gate, the walls probably stood 
about five metres high in anti- 
quity. 

The wall was interrupted by 
semi-circular towers, four of 
which have been cleared along 
the north-west town wail, includ- 
ing the two towers immediately 
flanking the main gate. The tow- 
ers were entered through a small 
door in the city wall, and were 
divided into several smaller 
rooms, perhaps for storage. The 
towers do not seem to have had a 
defensive purpose, as they lack 
arrowsUts, ana the remains of an 
internal arch suggest there may 
have been a roof supporting a 
second storey. The town wall 
narrowed between the towers to 
form a thinner curtain wail, which 
accommodated buildings. 

In area E (see plan), domestic 
structures were excavated near 
the city wall, including many 
walls constructed from "re-used 
stone blocs, column drums and 
mud-bricks. One column drum 
was set in the centre of a “Samar- 
ra bayt," a popular house form 
during the Abbasid period. 

The main city gate in the centre 
of the north-west wall was exca- 
vated to 4.5 metres deep, but 
di ggin g had to stop when the 
water table was reached. The 
bottom of the gate and the street 
level of the town were probably 
about five metres below the top 
of the gate. Dr. Whitcomb sug- 
gests. 

The gate was rebuilt several 
times, min-oring the broad out- 
line of the town’s history. The 
original gate (Umayyad or Abba- 
sid) was three metres wide, de- 
fined by a handsome round arch. 
It was surmounted by a nicely 
carved stone Kufic inscription 
from the Koran, parts of the Ayat 
A I Kursi for protection of the 
city. As the town’s fortunes de- 
clined, the gate was narrowed, 
the street level was raised, and a 
narrower, pointed arch was 
erected in the filled-in gateway, 
replacing the previous round 
arch. In the town’s final years, 
the entrance was filled in again to 
leave only a crude doorway, 
through which a basalt drain pipe 
exited the town to spill into the 
open space beyond the gate. 

During the town’s heyday, 
there was another internal’ wail 
parallel to the city wall, also 
adorned with a large arch, and 
the space between this arch and 
the arch of the main gate was 
later narrowed and occupied by 
shops. 
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Ceramic lamps of the Abbassid/Fatimid period of medieval Ayla 


A general view of the site of ancient Ayfci, with the corner of the “large enclosure” exactly in the centre 
of tbe photo 

tawabeen. or bread ovens, were 
located in an irregular court adja- 
cent to the later building — sug- 
gesting a less orderly domestic 
character of the later occupation. 
The tawabeen are probably Fati- 
mid in date, and showed evidence 
of many fish bones and maybe 
some ginger root, perhaps evi- 
dence of the Spice Route from 
Indonesia and the Far East. The 
streets also became narrower 
with time, and by the Fatimid 
period appear to be no more than 
irregular alleyways — a far cry 
from the neat, formal town plan 
of the Umayyad and Abbasid 
periods, with intersecting streets 
and side streets, and stone-build 
domestic structures that lasted for 
many decades. 

Another 25 metres into the 
town, east of area C. the excava- 
tors uncovered a large, impress- 
ive formal structure from the late 
Umayyad/Abbasid period. In 
what they called area A, they 
excavated down to 3.5 metres 
deep within a building that was 
rebuilt at least twice during its 
lifetime. The last configuration, 
now viable on the surface, shows 
a series of rooms around a small 
courtyard, with entrance stairs on 
the northwest and a staircase to 
an upper floor or the roof. One of 
the south rooms had fresco de- 
corations painted on the wall, 
including very fragmentary floral 
motifs and geometric designs in 
red and black paint. The bottom 
of the wall was painted in imita- 
tion stonework. There were also 
several grafitti scratched on the 
wall in Kufic script, with both the 
script and the artifacts recovered 
in this room pointing to an Abba- 
sid period date. 

The structure was built in an 
earlier period, though, probably 
in the late Umayyad era, when, 
the south-west wall of the build- 
ing was dominated by a 3.5- 
metre-wide arch, corresponding 
to a parallel arch on the south- 


About 25 metres into the city 
from the main gate (area C). the 
excavators uncovered a typical 
residential district very close to 
the town centre, near the in- 
tersection of the two main streets. 
In the early years of the town, the 
structures excavated here may 
have formed part of a complex of 
merchants' homes, given the 


lity of their construc- 
tion. The walls were excavated to 
a depth of 4.5 metres, where a 
street was uncovered. 

But as the town deteriorated, 
so did the dwellings. In the Fad- 
mid period, the fine stones used 
for die earlier houses were re- 
placed by mud-bricks and scrap- 
pier, re-used stones. At least 12 



A dose-up view of a corner and wall of the u large enclosure” building 



east wall which led down to a fine 
plaster floor, below which all 
artifacts were Umayyad- The two 
arches suggest to Dr. Whitcomb, 
that die earlier Umayyad build- 
ing was a sort of pavilion, 
or even a tetrapylon (an elabo- 
rate structure at the intersection 
of streets) in the centre of the 
town. Another intriguing possi- 
bility, Dr. Whitcomb says, is that 
‘"while there is too little evidence 
for a palace, some assodation 
with a governor’s residence is not 
unlikely.” 

Gold glass tesserae were also 
found in this building, suggesting 
that there may be some wall or 
Door mosaics below the floor of 
what is now being called simply 
the pavilion building. 

The largest excavated area this 
year was area F, about 50 metres 
to tbe north-east of the pavilion 
building, and close to the cor- 
nicbe boulevard. Here were some 
residential buildings, alleyways 
and a main street, whose houses 
and alleys seem to have con- 
nected with the houses in area E 
(along tbe north-west city wall). 
The 2.5-metre-wide main street 
appears to have led to the gate in 
tne north-east dty wall — now 
thought to lie directly beneath tbe 
comiche. 

East of the ancient street with- 
in tbe town walls, the excavators 
uncovered one of tbe site’s most 
enigmatic structures — a 1; 
rectangular building whose 
measure at least 30 x 40 metres, 
made of thick stone walls and 
mortar. There are several fea- 
tures along the north-east wall, 
parallel to the comiche, including 
a small comer room, a well-built 
platform and staircase associated 
with an elaborate drain, a small 
perpendicular wall, and three col- 
umns apparently still in their ori- 
ginal place. The north-west wall 
had a second staircase in front of 
a plastered pilaster, in an area 
characterised by a gravel floor 
resting on 2.5 metres of fill. The 
walls here continued down to a 
plaster floor, below which all the 
excavated artifacts were from tbe 
Umayyad period. The south-west 
comer of the building was associ- 
ated with two well-built plat- 
forms, possibly related to a cor- 
ner entrance. 

“This building has defied ex- 
planation so far,” Dr. Whitcomb 
said, indicating it could be a 
mosque, a souq or other public 
area, a church, a formal building 
connected to a palace, or even an 
enclosure for keeping animals. 

“It’s too early to tell what the 
structure served as, so for tbe 
moment we’re simply calling it 
the large enclosure,” Dr. Whit- 
comb said. 

Among the artifacts found in it 
were large ceramic storage jars 
from the Abbasid period, some 
measuring 1.5 metres high, de- 
corative metalwork for furniture, 
such as binges and birds, and 
church elements. It would be 
quite an exciting find if this were 
an early Islamic mosque, but the 
orientation is not right for a 
mosque, and thus only future 
excavations will shed more light 
on this intriguing structure. 

Excavations are expected to 
continue next year, after which 
the archaeologists will pause to 
write their detailed reports, while 
the Jordanian government will 
have to address tbe needs of 
conserving and perhaps even re- 
constructing parts of the site. 

This years excavation was 
administered jointly by the De- 
partment of Antiquities and the 
University of Chicago, and 
funued by a grant from the Un- 
ited States Agency for Interna- 
tional Development. 


Israeli best-seller takes 
a harsh look at 
West Bank occupation 


By Galina Vromen 

Reurer 


TEL AVIV — Twenty yeais after 
upied 

and Gaza Strip, a new book that 


Israel occupied the Vi* Bank 
•trip, 

takes a harsh look at Israeli rule 
over Palestinians has become the 
literary success of the year in the 
Jewish state. 

A journalistic account by 
young Israeli novelist David 
Grossman, “The Yellow Tune,” 
has stirred the consciences of 
Israelis who prefer to ignore their 
occupation of the region where 
1.4 million Palestinians live in 
limbo. 

Originally commissioned by 
tbe Israeli “Koteret Rashit ’ 
magazine for an issue marking 
the 20th anniversary of the 1967 
Middle East war m June, the 
book has sold 40,000 copies — a 
best-seller in a country of four 
million people. 

“The Yellow Tune” has already 
been adapted into a play. Israeli 
censors initially forbade audi- 
ences under 18 from viewing it 
because of its painfully critical 
attitude to the effects of occupa- 
tion on both Palestinians and 
Israelis. Under public pressure, 
censors lifted the ban. 

Grossman, along with most re- 
viewers, is quick to acknowledge 
the account contains few revela- 
tions. Literary critics praise the 
book for its penetrating style and 
lack of political dogmatism, while 
rightists call Grossman, 33, a 
self-hating Jew who needs to have 
his head examined. 

Grossman, who speaks fluent 
Arabic, says that like most 
Israelis, he rarely ventured into 
the occupied territories until he 
was asked to write tbe account. 

“It was precisely because I 
didn’t want to go that I said I 
would go... nke all of us 
(Israelis), I managed not to know 
what is happening. That is very 
convenient, very easy,” the bes- 
pectacled red-headed author said 
in an interview. 

“Maybe people were ready to 
hear what 1 had to say because 
they know me from my novels 
and I am not associated with any 
particular political group,” he 
added. Grossman works as an 
Israel Radio news reader and has 
written two acclaimed novels, 
“The Smile of the Lamb” and 
-‘See Under Love.” 

In a rare honour for an Israeli 


writer, the prestigious New Yor- 
ker magazine will publish an ex- 
cerpt of the book in September 
and an English version of the 
book, retitled “The Yellow 
Wind,” is to appear afterwards. 

His despairing account of the 
Palestinians’ profound hatred of 
Israeli rule and the 60,000 Jewish 
settlers who have moved into the 
territories highlights the complex- 
ity of the occupation and provides 
no easy answers. 

“The book broke down the 
barricade that I hid behind out of 
fatigue and frustration in order to 
avoid the burden and tbe injus- 
tice of what goes on in the terri- 
tories,” Israeli author Dahn Ben- 
Amotz wrote in the newspaper 
Hadashot. 

“Grossman dragged me to 
places I so much didn't want to go 
to,” Ben-Amotz added. 

Grossman begins his account 
by visiting the squalid Dheisheh 
refugee camp, 20 kilometres out- 
side Jerusalem, where Palesti- 
nians dream of returning to their 
homes. 

“These are people who hold in 
their hand only one real asset: 
The ability to wait. And I, as a 
Jew, can understand that well,” 
he writes. 

At a kindergarten in the camp, 
a Palestinian boy points a stick at 
turn tike a gun and tells him that 
he wants to shoot Jews. Gross- 
man despairs over these “little 
children who are so good at hat- 
ing me.” 

Returning from Dheisheh, he 
is struck by a kind of schizophre- 
nia as he watches Israelis going 
about their daily business in 
downtown Jerusalem. “I walked 
among them like the bearer of 
evil tidings among the unaware,” 
he writes. 

In another passage, he explains 
the book title: “We have lived for 
20 years on a teetering centre of 
gravity between hate and fright, 
m a desert void of emotion and 
conscience and the passing time 
evolves into a separate, forbid- 
ding entity hanging above us tike 
a suffocating layer of yellow 
dust.” 

IBs views have been anathema 
to many right-wingers. One of 
them, philosopher Israel Eldar, 
wrote that Grossman needed to 
undergo “psychological investiga- 
tion.” 

The latest issue of the settler 
magazine “Nekuda” dedicated 



A ‘routine security check* con- 
ducted by Israeli forces in the 
occupied West Bank 

three articles to disparaging the 
book and urged its readers to 
fight an epidemic of bleeding- 
hearted “grossmanomia.” 

But “Tne Yellow Time' 1 has 
been hailed by Israelis discon- 
certed by their indifference and 
by some leftists who see it as a 
masterpiece that could spread 
their views. 

“I take off my Israeli-Palesti- 
nian keffiyeh to Grossman,” 
wrote prominent Israeli-Arab 
novelist Anton Shammas. 

“He comes to this story as one 
who can still convince the uncon- 
vinced... ‘The Yellow Time’ is a 
stunning journalistic piece, sick- 
ening and strangling precisely be-' 
cause it does not answer tne 
expectations of the left,” he said 
in Ha’ir weekly. 

In the end, Grossman leaves 
his reader with the burden of the 
future. “Is the feeling that the 
situation cannot possibly con- 
tinue forever really a reasonable 
guarantee that it will eventually 
change?” he asks. 



A five-metre fence that now surrounds the Dheisheh refugee camp in tbe West Bank 


Some of the fragments of the Ayat A1 Kursi inscription in Kufic script 
which once surmounted the main gate cf the town 


Grafitti inscriptions in the “pavilion building,” with some bint traces 
of fresco paintings from the Abbassid period 


V- fi; r in'll 5- •;#,-;** 

&£& JL Wr Vi %' vn ink M&g Mi .HT’ e 


m 3 



The firsts best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

i st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

TalM sway is available 

Open daily 13:1X1-3:30 
p.m. 

6: 30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


St 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Tmkm away available 

Open daily 12:00 - 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

WadiSaqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

K Tel: 661922 / 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

. P-W- 

\ 6:30 -Midnight > 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 
Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal naming Pot 
Taka^away service 
Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
& 6:30 p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 

opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 



PEOPLE WHO NEED 

CLEANING ' 
SERVICES 

p- . ■ ■ , ' 

CALL; tfSi 

P.dBox 825229 AMMA&. 





Tel. 604671 


CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
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Cubans win all 4 Pan Am 
bouts, 3 over U.S. boxers 


INDIANAPOLIS (Agencies) — Cuban fighters con- 
tinued their march towards Pan American Games 
gold medals on Tuesday night, displaying awesome 
power as they won all four of their quarter-final 
bouts — three against U.S. opponents. 

The Cujbans, the most success- Richards of the U.S. Virgin 1s- 


ful boxers in the 26 year history 
of the Pan American Games, 
with 28"j*olds to 23 for the United 
States, won matches in the 
flyweight, lightweight, welter- 
weight and middleweight divi- 
sions. 

Angel Espinosa. Cuba's mid- 
dleweight world champion, de- 
monstrated some of his country's 
power with a first-round knockout 
of Darin Allen of the United 
States. 

Espinosa's winning shot was a 
right hand cross to the head that 
crumpled Allen onto the canvas, 
where he remained for a few 
moments before being helped to 
his feet. 

Cuba's Juan Lemus left no 
doubt Tuesday night that he is a 
dangerous force to be reckoned 
with among the welterweights. 

For the second time in as many 
fights Lemus. 19, unloaded a 
tremendous right hand to the 
head of opponent Wayne 


lands to immediately end his 
night's work. 

Lemus destroyed four-time 
Jamaican champion Patrick Rose 
with a right hand in the second 
round of their fight last week. 
The referee needed just one look 
at the Wobbly Richards to stop 
the fight. 

In one of the three possible 
Cuban-U.S. matchups for gold 
medals. Lemus could fight Ken- 
neth Gould for the welterweight 
title. Cuban and LLS. fighters 
also could meet in the bantam- 
weight and the light- welterweight 
divisions. 

The world welterweight cham- 
pion Gould reached the semifin- 
als with a unanimous decision 
over Osvaldo Checa of Panama. 
But Gould, who said he would 
wait until he reached the finals 
before thinking about Lemus, 
should probably start worrying 
about avoiding Lemus' right hand 


now. Gould did not show any- 
thing near the power of Lemus. 

In a lightweight contest. Cuba's 
Julio Gonzales completely out- 
classed Patrick Byrd of the Un 
ited States to win a unanimous 
decision. 

Gonzales. 21. landed far more 
punches and only Byrd's awk- 
ward, lunging style kept the 
Cuban from landing even more. 

In a close flyweight battle. 
Cuba's Adalbeno Regalado defe- 
ated Arthur Johnson of the Un- 
ited States in a bout which fea- 
tured punishing in-fighting, sharp 
counter-punching, and disagree- 
ment by many at ringside over the 
decision. 

In the opening moments of the 
first round. Johnson. 21. used his 
jab to keep Regalado away and 
then opened up with as many as 
five combinations to the head. 

Regalado came back just be- 
fore the bell to land a solid left to 
the head and landed several good 
rights and a left uppercut in the 
second round. 

In the third round. Regalado 
switched tactics again to stay on 
the outside, but both fighters 
scored with flurries of combina- 
tions in the round. 


Johnson bids for new world record in Zurich 


ZURICH (R) — Canadian sprint 
ace Ben Johnson who equalled 
the fastest men’s 100 metres ever 
at low altitude when he clocked 
9.95 seconds in Cologne on Sun- 
day. aims to break the world 
record at Wednesday's Zurich 
Grand Prix athletics meeting. 

World record holder American 
Calvin Smith who timed 9.93 
seconds at high altitude in Col- 
orado Springs four years ago and 
finished second to Johnson in 
Cologne, is also in Wednesday's 
100 and 200 metre races. 

It will be a top-class field 
pushing Johnson as world and 
Olympic champion Carl Lewis of 
the United States and African 
champion and record holder Chi- 
di Imoh of Nigeria will also take 
part but Britain’s European 
champion Linford Christie has 
withdrawn with a leg injury. 

Moroccan SaiJ Aouita, who 
had planned to make an attempt 
on the world 1,500 and mile 
records here,, is unlikely to take 
pan. 

Meeting organiser Res Braeg- 
ger told a news conference Mon- 
day night he had been in touch 
with Aouita. 

"1 had a long talk with him on 
the phone on Sunday." Bruegger 
said. "The news was not good. 
He has not been able to train fully 
since last Wednesday due to an 
inflamed nerve in his left leg. 

“It is extremely doubtful 
whether be can run here or in the 
Rome world championships." 



Ben Johnson 

But Bruegger said even if 
Aouita could not run here he 
hoped he would be able to attend 
as a guest. 

In the women s 100 metres, a 
Grand Prix event. Olympic cham- 
pion American Evelyn Ashford, 
who set the world record of 10.76 
seconds here three years ago, will 
have the chance to make up for a 
disappointing season so far. 

The top classTield includes her 
compatriots Diane Williams, the 
U.S. champion. Alice Brown and 
Gwen Torrence plus Jamaican 
sprint aces Merlene Ottey and 
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Grace Jackson. 

Steve Cram, world 1,500 
metres champion, heads a 25- 
strong British contingent while 
two world record holders, pole 
vaulter Sergei Bubka and ham- 
mer thrower Yuri Sedykh, make 
up the Soviet squad with Euro- 
pean high jump champion Igor 
Paklin. 

Paklin will compete against 
new world record holder Patrik 
Sjoberg of Sweden and other 
leading high jumpers including 
Olympic gold medallist Dietmar 
Moegenburg of West Germany, 
Canada's Commonwealth cham- 
pion Milt Ottey and American 
Jim Howard. 

Other world record holders ex- 
pected in a programme jam-pack- 
ed with exciting competitions are 
triple jumper Willie Banks of the 
United States. Bulgarians Ginka 
Sagortschewa (100 metres hur- 
dles) and Slefka Kostadinowa 
(high jump) and American Jackie 
Joyner-Kersee (heptathlon and 
joint holder of the long jump 
record). 

The East Germans are promin- 
ent absentees this year due to 
their national championships 
starting on Thursday. 

Bruegger said despite the abs- 
ence due to injury of athletes 
such as Sebastian Coe. Ingrid 
Kristiansen and Alberto Cava the 
meeting would again live up to its 
reputation as one of the best in 
Europe and perhaps in the world. 

“We have had to turn down 
requests to participate from top 
class athletes. We could have 
organised a twin meeting if we 
wanted to. Our budget has ex- 
ceeded two million Swiss francs 
for the first time," Bruegger said. 


Phoenix Sun 
centre, fiancee 
die in 

plane crash 

PHOENIX, Arizona (AP) — 
Nick Venos, a third-year centre 
for the National Basketball Asso- 
ciation (NBA)'s Phoenix Suns, 
died along with his fiancee in the 
crash of Northwest flight 2 55 
from Detroit to Phoenix, family 
members said. 

Vanos, 24, and his 25-year-old 
girlfriend. Carolyn Cohen, had 
flown to Michigan so Vanos could 
meet Ms. Cohen's parents. 

Ms. Cohen's 24-year-sister, 
Susan Orth, said her sister started 
dating Vanos six months ago after 
her first marriage ended in di- 
vorce. 

Ms. Orth said Vanos wanted to 
meet his fiancee’s parents after 
she had met his parents a couple 
of weeks earlier in California. 

"Like { told my dad, at least 
she died happy," Ms. Orth said. 
"She was just so much in love 
with him. My parents knew it. 
They could tell her tone of voice 
that she was the happiest she's 
been since she left home and 
came (to Phoenix) six years 
ago....” 

Vanos, a crowd favourite in 
Phoenix and projected to be the 
Suns' starting centre next season, 
was among 156 people killed in 
the plane crash Sunday night. 

“We are stunned, shocked and 
deeply saddened at the loss of 
Nick Vanos," Suns General Man- 
ager Jeny Colangelo said. 

Cauthen 
powers 
to victory 
on Triptych 

YORK, England (AP) — Steve 
Cauthen rode Triptych, the hot 
favourite, to a storming victory 
Tuesday in the Matchmaker In- 
ternational, one of Europe's rich- 
est flat races. 

In driving rain, Lhe American 
jockey timed his run to perfection 
and swept into the lead down the 
centre of the track in the closing 
stages of the 1 ‘/4-mile race. 

His 5-year-old mare, backed at 
13 to 8, was followed home, two 
lengths behind, by Ascot Knight, 
a 6 to 1 .shot ridden by Walter 
Swinbum. Sir Harry Lewis, with 
John Reid on board, was third at 
9 to 1. 

It was Triptych's ninth victory 
in 28 starts and marked the 131st 
success this season for Cauthen, 
on course to become Britain's 
leading flat-race jockey for 1987. 

Last year. Triptych came 
second in the race, the year be- 
fore third. This time, the much- 
travelled horse made no mistake, 
waiting for the early pacesetters 
to tire and cruising through the 
pack with a burst of speed to win 
the 126,656-pound (5202,649) 
first prize for French trainer Pat- 
rick Louis Biancone. 


Officials at odds over dope 
testing at Pan Am Games 


INDIANAPOLIS (R) — Doubts 
have surfaced over whether every 
medallist is being dope tested at 
the Pan American Games follow- 
ing the first drugs-related disqual- 
ifications of the two-week event. 

Pan American sports organisa- 
tion (PASO) Chief Mario Vaz- 
quez Rana insisted PASO was 
following International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) policy and test- 
ing at least all individual medallist 
for illegal substances. 

But PASO medical commission 
member Ronald Blankenbaker 
refused to support his claim. 

He said it was never the goal of 
the commission to test every team 
medallist but that it was attemp- 
ting to test as many individual 
medallist as possible. 

"Our goal is to test as many 
medallist as we possibly can." he 
told Reuters. 

Asked if every individual 
medallist had been tested, he 
replied: “I can’t tell you that." 

Vazquez Rana. revealing that 
six athletes — including three 


medallists — bad failed drugs 
tests in the first week of competi- 
tion, told a news conference: 
"The commission is obliged to 
lest every medal winner. 1 

6. athletes foil drugs test 

Six athletes, including U.S. sil- 
ver medallist hammer thrower 
Bill Green, have failed doping 
tests. 

Vazquez Rana said the six in- 
cluded Green, a basketball player 
from the U.S. Virgin Islands, two 
Venezuelan weightlifters, a Col- 
ombian and a Nicaraguan. 

The six tested positive follow- 
ing competition during the first 
week of the Pan American 
Games, he said. 

Vazquez Rana told a news con- 
ference on Monday that medical 
officials had recommended the 
six be suspended from the games. 
However, he said it was up to 
each national Olympic committee 
to decide on specific sanctions. 

The last Pan American Games, 
held in Caracas, Venezuela, in 


Boxing champ becomes manager 


NEW YORK (AP) — Some fight 
manager. No cigar, no beer belly, 
and he answers to "Sugar." 

He also wears black slacks, a- 
gray-black sports coat, a perfectly 
knotted tie and that winning 
smile that outdazzled the ring 
lights when he beat Duran, 
Hearns, Hagler. 

He’s Sugar Ray Leonard. 

"He’ll be a champion as a 
manager,'’ Bobby Goodman, 
director of boxing of the Madison 
Square Garden, said Monday at a 
news conference. Hie occasion 
was the announcement that 
Leonard has entered into an 
agreement with the garden to 


promote his pro boxing team, 
which has the sponsorship of a 
brewery. 

Fight managers have been 
known to drink a beer, especially 
if someone else is buying, but 
Leonard has got to be the first 
one to be sponsored by a beer. 

Leonard's pro stable 'currently 
consists of one fighter, but be has 
offered contracts to three others. 
The signed fighter is mid- 
dleweight Shawn O'Sullivan, who 
is scheduled to appear in a 10- 
round fighr Thursday night at the 
Felt Forum. 

That puts O'Sullivan one up on 
his boss. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Bulgarian athlete given asylum by Turitej 

ANKARA (R) — A top Bulgarian wrestler who fled his team in 
Canada is to be granted political asylum by Turkey, officials said 
Wednesday. Ethnic Turk Ilyas Sukruyev sought asylum from 
Turkey’s Ambassador to Ottawa Kaya Topen and was expected 
to arrive in Turkey in the next few days, they said. Sukruyev had 
been competing m the International Youth Championship m 
Vancouver under his Bulgarian name Ilya Mitev. Turkey and the 
human rights group Amnesty International have accused Bulgaria 
of oppression of its ethnic Turkish minority including enforced 
use of Slavonic names. Three other Bulgarian team members who 
fled earlier and asked Canada for asylum turned out not to be 
ethnic Turks, the officials said. Naim Suleymanoglu, one of the 
world's top weightlifters. defected to Turkey from Bulgaria last 
December while competing in Australia. 

Racing pigeons to face dope tests 

AMSTERDAM (R) — Dope testing, now commonplace in many 
sports to stop athletes using drugs to improve strength and 
stamina, is to be introduced into pigeon racing here. The Dutch 
Pigeon Racing Association (NPO) said Tuesday it was going to 
introduce random drug tests to catch birds which have been given 
the steriod hormone, cortisone, to make them fly faster. "The 
number of pigeon owners using the hormone has increased in the 
past two years," NPO medical advisor Hans van Dei Sluis said. 
“Some owners say it makes birds fly faster but it has terrible side 
effects. We hope to stop it with the rests.” More than 55,000 
people race pigeons in the Netherlands, the NPO said, and a lop 
bird can fetch up to 70,000 guilders ($34,000) on the transfer 
market. 

New record set for 3 channel crossings 

DOVER, England (AP) — Philip Rush, a 23-year-old marathon 
swimmer from New Zealand, made a triple crossing of the English 
Channel in 28 hours and 21 minutes, chopping J(J hours ana six 
minutes off the previous record, his coach said Tuesday. Rush, a 
financial services manager from Lower Hutt, broke four other 
speed records during his triple crossing and contemplated 
attempting a fourth crossing, said coach Tony Keenan. The only 
other person to have swum the English Channel three times in a 
row is Jon Ericson of the United States, a 26-year-old physical 
education teacher from Chicago who completed the marathon in 
38 hours and 27 minutes in 1981. No one has ever made four 
crossings in a row. The channel is about 34 kilometres wide, 
although swimmers can cover greater distances depending on 
where they start and land. 
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Gross launches his defence of six swimming titles 


STRASBOURG, France (R) — 
World record-holders Michael 
Gross and Kristin Otto quicken 
the pulse of the European Swim- 
ming Championships Tuesday as 
the highlight battles of the pool 
begin. 

The swimmers enter the fray 
after the first two days of the 
eight-day championships devoted 
entirely to diving and water polo. 

Dutch diver Daphne Jongejans 
won the first title with the 
women’s springboard gold on 
Monday, and Austria’s Niki Sta- 
jkovic, top qualifier in the men's 
springboard, aims for the second ; 

Five swimming titles are -at? 
stake, with world champion Otto 
Favourite to begin another East 
German spree in the women’s 100 
metres freestyle. 

Only one women's title eluded 
the East Germans at the last 
European Championships in 
Sofia two years ago. 

West German Gross launches 
his defence of six 'titles when he 
tackles the 200 metres freestyle in 
which his toughest rival could 
well be compatriot Thomas 
Fahmer. 

Britain's Adrian Moorhouse 
defends his 100 metres breast- 
stroke crown, knowing he is the 



Adrian Moorhouse splashes out of water to win the 100 metres 
breaststroke at Crystal Palace earlier this month 


fastest European over the dis- 
tance this year, but with west 
German Bert Goebel not far be- 
hind. 

East Germany. looking for a 
flying start in the 100 freestyle 


through Otto and Sofia silver 
medallist Manuela Srellmach, 
aim to complete a golden treble 
with the women's 4&Q individual 
medley and the 4 x 200 freestyle 


relay. 

But Romanian Tamara Cos- 
tache will be a danger to Otto and 
Stellmach in the freestyle, and 
Costache's compatriot Noemi 
Lung could frustrate Kathleen 
Nord's ambitions to win her third 
straight European 400 individual 
medley crown. 

Gross, who lost two months of 
training after injuring his right 
shoulder during weight training in 
March, knows it will be hard to 
repeat his six-title sweep of 1985. 

Fahmer has docked the same 
■ 200 freestyle time as the world 
and Olympic champion this year. 

Apart from Fahmer in the 
freestyle. Gross also recognises 
the danger of Britain's Andy 
Jameson in the 100 metres but- 
terfly, one of two events for the 
West German on Wednesday 
along with the 4 x 200 metres 
freestyle relay. 

"Last year Jameson was better 
than me," Gross said of the man 
who beat him to the bronze med- 
al in the 1986 World Cham- 
pionships in Madrid. 

"It’s not really my event. There 
are so many swimmers who can . 
swim faster than me." 
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THE FITNESS 
CENTRE 

at The Holiday Inn 

Amman is in need of an experienced 
manager 

Call 663100 for interview 


DELUXE FURNISHED SEMI- VILLA APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

A fully-furnished firsl-floor apartment consisting of three bedrooms, two 
bathrooms, fully-equipped kitchen, salon, dining room and veranda with 
central heating, telephone, garage, coloured televisions with video and 
other luxuries. 

Contract annually or six months. 

Localion: JabaJ Lweibdeh. near the park and the Modem Languaaes 
institute. 

Call dally: 624854, Amman 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
CO. LTD. 

INVITATION TO TENDER 
NO.llF/87 

JPMC announces the invitation to tender No. 1 1 F/87 (one 

million Pcs of electric detonators). 

The tender documents are available at JPMC offices' in 
Amman supply department until 2.00 p.m. local time 
Thursday 10 September 1987. Application for documents 
should be accompanied by a nonrefundable fee of (JD 
15) for each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submission tender is 12 p.m. 
local time Wednesday 16 September 1987. 

Wasef Azar 
Managing Director 


TWO FURNISHED FLATS FOR RENT 

Ground floor flats of 2 bedrooms & accessories, with c. 
heating & tel. Located close to the University. 

Pis. call Mr. Kabour at 663719 (office) & 671860 
(home) 


VILLA FOR RENT IN WEST AMMAN 


A furnished and centrally healed villa consisting of 2 separate floors 
which can be used or rented lor either one or two residences. 1st floor 
has 3 bedrooms, one living room, a bathroom and a kitchen. 2nd floor 
has 2 bedrooms, 2 large living rooms. 2 balhrooms. a kitchen and a 
telephone. Additional 2 separate rooms, a large garden. 2 garages are 
annexed with the villa. The rent period lor the 2nd floor is limited by 10 
months starting Sept. 1st. 1987. 


The Jubeiha - University of Jordan Housing V 

addre ” Dr Supermarket 


Villas 


DELUXE SEMI-FURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, large sitting and dining area, living 
room, 2 verandas and large kitchen. 

Available furniture includes two bedrooms, living room with 
colour T.V. and all kitchen appliances. 

Separate central heating with telephone and elevator. 
Location: Um Uthina - South - near Al Waha store, 7th Circle, 
opposite Electricity Authority building. 

For inspection please call; 813577 


FOR RENT 

Three-bedroom fully furnished villa with telephone a 
wonderfui garden for rent at Alia Housing Project forJD 
3,800 annually. 

Tel: 711614 or 637969 


*• 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Consists of two bedrooms, salon, dining room kitchen 
wth modem utrl,t,es. excellent fumiture sMarkte e^ 
ance and garden with central heating knd telephoTe 
Location. Western Shmeisani. 

. Call tel.: 665886 Amman 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


1.6025/35 
J- 3295/3305 
1.8538/45 
2.0880/90 
1.5355/65 
38.51/54 
6.1930/60 
1342/1343 
147.40/50 
6.4700/50 

. . 6.7675/7725 

7.1300/50 

One ounce of gold 455.80/45630 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lira 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — The broadly lower opening on Wall Street hurt 
dare paces in London and helped send equities to near their 
day s lows, although dealers said business remained thin and was 
dominated by imer-professional trading. 

The market was relieved by news that Standard Chartered did 

001 35 ini” 311 3cash caiUo help fund its special provision for 
troubled debtor countries. Talk of a Dossible £500 million rights 


. • . I — rrr*- * wcrijc iuu muex 

points off at 2,239.1. after an earlier low of 2,234 2 
Standard Chartered dropped 54p on Monday. On Tuesday the 
shares rallied, gaming 37p TP 7S7. 

bank also announced a half-year pre-tax loss of £224 
■Bunion after a £131 million profit in the same period last year 
DeaJets said this was in line with forecasts after the bank 'said 
recently « expected to make a “substantial reported loss ” The 
figures included a Total charge of £503 million for bad and 
doubtful debts. 

• Also affecting sentiment was Jaguar’s pre-tax half-year 
of £45.7 million against £67.4 million in the first half of 1 
was below forecasts, and the shares fell 21 p to 564 


■ m. 





from the Carroll Righter Institute 

FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19, 1987 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Despite some confusion 
in your mind relating to another person, yon will find 
that you can easily concentrate on home matters which 
wdl benefit you and your family. 

- ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Invite some friends into 
your home who you find to be vary amaamg . Watch your 
financial situation carefully. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Don't let a long- 
distance letter which you will receive spoil your mood 
- today. Think positively. 

• - GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Get your assets and 
finaacigl holdings well budgeted, then you <»» operate 
more easily end successfully. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Rely on your 
■own judgment today, which is exceptionally sharp, and 
don’t seek advice from those around you. 

- LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Be alone with the one you 
love tonight, and don’t let any unexpected visitors ruin 
y mb’ romantic evening. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Choose the friend who 
.can be most helpful to you in business and get crack-' 
w g Don’t let your mate interfere. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Get rid of your doubts 
shout a family friend, and tie up the loose ends of a vital 
credit or civic matter you've overlooked. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Be open-minded and 
eqjoy more outlets for your ideas, but don’t permit bar- 
ing routines to keep you busy. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Be sure to keep 
promisee you have made and to pay all outstanding hills 
to the best of vour ability. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) You can go along 
with the group in some new enterprise, but be very sure 
that you know what you're getting into. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) If you insist on nurs- 
ing a worry which you have, you’ll miss out on some 
great opportunities and good times. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Arrange for the social 
wifi rec reati onal activities which interest you, but be 
vary economical about your plans. . 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TOD AY ^ he or she will 
grasp the concept of salesmanship at a very young age, 
so encou rage this talent and slant the educa t ion along 
finea. Try to teach your child not to be so sensitive, 
as the feelings will tend to be easily hurt. Always give 
dear instructions on how to proceed. 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Bernice Gordon 
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ACROSS 
' 1 Even il lot 
short 

4 Hmrote tales 
9 Repeatedly 
1« HU hard 
15 One ot the 
AntHtoa 

15 Shostioneen 
W Literary 

c«locii©r 

18 Sophia — 

IB Rya fungus 
36 Certain 
contest ants 

23 Fish: prat. 

24 AUotmont 
38 Moiety 

31 Dooply fell 

3! Copter kin 

3S Of wings 
37- Atari of the 
. screen 
38 Fish uwco 
» Wimbledon's 
(taker 
*1 latwrtaiod 
42 Power 
*4 2wteoaek 
<5 58 flora 

*9 Tropical 

48 Sound system 
56 Lack Of 
- wUaKly 

51 Make sport of 
58 “Uses of 
a — " 

M NoMemen 

62 ConsteUsIron 
64 One — time 
(Britain to aaa 
as Mom st Mel 
« 7 Fa 

SI Heine for a 

clergyman 
98 Stags* acurea 
70 India — 

DOWN 

1 "'Sotted Of 
Music"' natna 

2 Asian capital 

3 Ittm Stone* 

4 Saga plant 

5 Venezuela 
tataS town 



A" Hawked 

6 Spiritual guide 

7 Eva’s son 

8 Sfth raHgtour, 
loader 

9 Handle 

10 Bibliophile's 
find 

IT Harbor boa! 

12 OWE command 

13 Setae 

21 Recording 
rooms 

22 Sea eagle 
25 Vedic god 

28 Mftflow tree 
27 Requite* 

29 Tearing 
place 

30 Fauna and — 

31 Gee*? 

32 fir. latter 

33 Trojan 

34 SHdtag door 
gr oove 

38 Indonesian 
(stands 
40 Slalom 
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43 It port 
47 Hunter or 
Keith 

49 Sp- niter 

52 Hites 

53 Surgtori 
thread 

54 Trail 


$6 Lots *nd to * a 

57 Woody's boy 

58 Ananias 

59 Protracted 

60 DeUitee 

81 Grape 

82 Howard or 
Berry 


Syria cuts transit charges by 30% 


DAMASCUS (AP) — Syria 
Monday announced a 30 per cent 
cut in port charges for goods in 
transit. 

An official announcement said 
the cut is retroactive from Aug. 
12 and will be effective for the 
next 12 months. 

The announcement in the Offi- 
cial Gazette said the measure 
applies to all goods transiting 
through Syria to other countries. 
It gave no figures. 


The cut followed complaints by 
transit companies about the high 
charges in Syrian ports. 

The move is also seen as an 
effort to improve the competi- 
tiveness of Syrian ports with the 
Suez Canal, attract more traffic 
and increase Syria's foreign ex- 
change earnings. 

Syria's 1987 budget reflected a 
foreign exchange crisis with ex- 
penditure cut jjy almost five per 
cent in nominal terms compared 


Wall Street 
stocks close 
over 2,700 

NEW YORK (R) — Wall Street 
set another round of records 
Monday with bullish investors 
vying with profit-takers and final- 
ly pushing the Dow Jones average 
above 2,700 at the dose 
first time. 

The average of 30 t< 
industrial stocks rose 15.14 points 
to 2,700.57 and analysts said the 
five-year-old bull market should 
now be poised to move still 
higher. 

The 2,700 mark was briefly 
scaled three times in trading last 
week, only to be pulled bade by 
profit-taking. Monday's new 
peak was the 50th record dose for 
the Dow Jones this year. 

Just seven days ago, the Dow 
Jones index broke the 2,600 mark 
and its rash to 2,700 is the quick- 
est 100-point milestone advance 
ever made by the Dow. The old 
record for passing from one cen- 
tury mark to the next was 11 
days, when the index rose from 
2,000 to dose at 2,100 on Jan. 19. 

Throughout the day investors 
selling stock to cash in on the 
profits earned since mid-May, 
when the Dow was some 500 
points lower, kept knocking 
down the index but the buyers 
prevailed. 

""The market kept edging up 
and at the dosing bell passed 
2,700 — that is a very, very 
bullish development,!' said trader 
John Havens of Morgan Stanley. 


U.S. oilrig 
count rises to 
1,000 mark 

HOUSTON (R) — The U.S. 
drilling rig count jumped 15 last 
week to a total of 998, compared 
with 738 working rigs at this time 
last year. Baker Hughes Inc, said 
Monday. A combination of 
steady oil prices and increasing 
drilling interest in the Gulf of 
Mexico should push the rig count 
over 1,000 by the end of the 
month, an economist for the 
Houston-based drilling supply 
company said. “In die next cou- 
ple of weeks the U.S. rig count 
should break 1,000, which is 
psychologically important to the 
market,” said Mr. Ike Kerridge. 
“We expect the rig count to 
continue to rise until December 
when it hits at least 1,200." TTie 
weekly report is closely watched 
for hints about the health of the 
U.S. oil industry. If oil companies 
believe that the outlook tor oO 
prices is strong, or at least stable, 
they are more willing to soend 
money to search for ofl 


with 1986. 

But if the inflation rate current- 
ly running at more than 30 per 
cent is taken into account, the 
decrease is considerably greater. 

Syria bas been suffering from a 
major economic crisis for some 
time and a chronic shortage of 
foreign exchange. 

This is largeley the result of a 
decline in foreign aid, on which 
the Syrian economy had become 
heavily dependent in the past. 


AMF proposes body to 
finance Arab trade 


ABU DHABI (R) — The Arab 
Monetary Fund (AMF) is seeking 
approval to set up an agency to 
finance inter-Arab trade with ini- 
tial funding up to S370 million. 

Mr. Rasbeea Ktaalid, adviser to 
the AMD director-general, told 
reporters a study would be discus- 
sed by Arab central bank gov- 
ernors when they meet in Tunis 
on Aug. 24-25. 

He said inter-Arab trade had 
been declining over the past few 
years and such an agency would 


boost economic ties. ~- 

Mr. Khalid said initial funding 
of $300 to $370 million would be 
contributed by the AMF, Arab 
central banks, commercial banks 
and possibly foreign institutions. 

The AMF study suggested the 
agency finance exports from one 
Arab counby to the other, mainly 
food and agricultural products. 

Petroleum products could be 
financed at a later stage, the 
study said. 


Employees shut down 
Lebanon state television 

lack of funds for its maintenance. 

Four independent television 
stations and more than a dozen 
radio stations operated by rival 
militia factions continue to oper- 
ate in the country which is frac- 
tured by 12 years of civil war. 

The television strike and the 
closure of the radio station leaves 
the national information agency, 
a daily newsletter in Arabic, En- 
glish and French, as the only 
government-controlled news out- 
let still operating in Lebanon. 

The silencing of the govern- 
ment-owned radio and TV sta- 
tions is the result of an escalating 
economic crisis, caused by the 
collapse of the Lebanese lira 
against foreign currencies. 

Once the most stable currency 
in the Middle East, the Lebanese 
bra fell from 2.5 to the U.S. 
dollar at the outbreak of the civil 
war to 229 to the dollar on Tues- 
day, a record low. 


BEIRUT (AP) — The two chan- 
nels of Lebanon's state-run tele- 
vision both went blank Tuesday 
as TV employees began an open- 
ended strike for improved pay 
and conditions. 

Most of Tele Liban’s 420 em- 
ployees started sit-in protests at 
the stations two channels, one in 
Christian east 
it and the other in the capit- 
al's western, mainly Muslim 
sector. 

The employees union said in a 
statement the strike will be gener- 
al and that no programmes will be 
broadcast by either of the two 
channels during its duration. 

“The strike will continue until 
our demands for better wages and 
working conditions are met," the 
statement said. 

State-run Beirut radio went off 
the air on Friday. A source at the 
information ministry said the sta- 
tion was closing down due to the 


Bankamerica and Japanese 
banks discuss financial pact 


TOKYO (AP) — Bankamerica 
Corp. of the united States and 23 
major Japanese banks are dego- 
tiatirig a 5250 million financial 
package to help rebuild the ailing 
U.S. bank’s capital base, an offi- 
cial of Bankamerica's Tokyo sub- 
sidiary said Itasday. 

The agreement tentatively calls 
for the six largest Japanese banks 
to provide $150 million in sub- 
ordinated capital notes, said 
Bankamerica spokesman Eiko 
Taira. The remaining $100 mil- 
lion in funding would be shared 
among other banks 
in the deal, he sail 

Officials of nine major 
Japanese banks met to discuss 
terms of a possible agreement 
between the banks, Tuesday’s 
Asahi Shim bun said. Officials at 
Japanese banks engaged in the 
negotiations would not comment 
on the talks. 

The 23 Japanese banks re- 
ceived a $350 million capital infu- 


sion proposal, of which $250 mil- 
lion consists of subordinated 
'debt, from Bankamerica chief- 
financial official, Mr. Frank New- 
man, in mid-June. 

Bankamerica is the United 
States' second-largest banking 
concern and is engaged in finan- 
cial restructuring aimed at stem- 
ming continued losses. 

Meanwhile, a group of 49 
Japanese local banks on Monday 
signed a contract with the World 
Bank to lend 15 billion yen ($100 
million) to be used as pah of 
Japan's pledge to recycle some of 
its trade surplus to developing 
countries. 

The agreement followed a simi- 
lar accord reached last Monday 
between the World Bank and 
another group of Japanese dty 
banks, which agreed to lend 20 


billion yen ($131.9 million) to the 
World Bank, said the official, 
Mr. Makoto Honda of the Bank 
of Yokohama. 


Oil prices dip below $18 
mark despite Gulf tension 


LONDON (R) — Apparently defying logic, oil prices 
are falling in spite of tension in the Gulf. But market 
experts say that, even if the Gulf was shut, other 
producers could turn up the taps and refiners could 
draw on stocks to make up the five to six million 
barrels — only about 10 per cent of total world 
demand — that daily pass through the Strait of 
Hormuz. 


Meanwhile, they add, the 
OPEC group bas been producing 
above its self-imposed output 
ceiling. Traders now think that 
another bout of oversupply may 
be in prospect and Gulf jitteis no 
longer are enough to keep prices 
high. 

“There’s nothing to support the 
market. It’s over-supplied,'' said 


a trader in Tokyo where the free 
market price of the Middle East 
benc hmar k Dubai crude oil dip- 
ped Tuesday below OPEC’s re- 
ference price of $18 a barrel. 

The question now is not 
whether a new 1970s-style “oil 
shock” is in prospect, but 
whether the Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) is losing its battle to peg 
prices at the $18 a barrel mark. 

Prices dived from £50 as low as 
$9 a year ago. OPEC only got 
them back to around $18 this year 
by mandating output quotas for 
its members. 

Previous OPEC bids to buoy 
prices by curbing output have 
foundered as cash-pinched sellers 
cheated on their quotas. And 


this, some analysis say, may be 
what is happening again now. As 
soon as the output curbs began to 
bite, tightening the market and 
nudging prices up, several mem- 
bers could no longer resist the 
temptation to sell just a little bit 
more. 

Industry estimates put August 
output by OPEC at between 19 
and 20 million barrels daily. Its 
ceiling is 16.6 million barrels. 

A consensus among OPEC 
analysts, however, is that it is too 
soon to write off its bid to regain 
control of the market which it 
grabbed during the 1973 Arab oil 
embargo but lost when it was 
overwhelmed last summer by the 
glut of the 1980s. 

The Gulf crisis, they say. 
tended to “overheat" free market 
prices which are now easing back 
to reflect realities of supply and 
demand. 

“The markets may be jittery, 
but OPEC members and top oil 
company forecasters alike show 
no signs of panicking about cur- 
rent high levels of production, “ 
says Petroleum Intelligence 


Weekly. 

The industry newsletter said 
many refiners were still willing to 
absorb surplus oil into their 
stocks as a precaution against 
trouble in the Gulf, also, consum- 
er demand was buoyant. 

An OPEC official, who spoke 
to Reuters on condition he was 
not named, said there was some 
cause for concern. He saw some 
risk that political tensions be- 
tween Saudi Arabia and Iran, key 
members, might split the group. 

But, on balance, he felt that 
OPEC learned its lessons when 
prices crashed last summer. If 
things got so bad that an 
emergency OPEC conference 
were ” needed', members would 
probably be scared enough to 
resolve to keep their quotas. 

Mr. Peter Nicol, oil analyst 
with London brokerage Smith 
New Court, agreed. “Memories 
of last summer are still fresh in 
OPEC's mind," he said. 

“We might see another dollar 
off the price but we expect OPEC 
to let production fall.” 

He noted that the recent rise in 
OPEC output this year was “de- 
mand-led.” It had' been less a 
case of OPEC members scramb- 
ling to sell than of oil companies 
anxious to build their stocks, be- 
cause of the Gulf situation and 
because they thought OPEC 
might raise its reference price to 
$20 this winter. 

“We do not tend to think that 
OPEC lost the battle yet,” Mr. 
Nicol said. 


South Korea registers high growth 


SEOUL (Agencies) — Propelled 
by strong exports, South Korea's 
economy grew 15.3 per cent in 
1987s first half, but officials said 
Monday economic progress 
would be slow in the next six 
months due to protracted labour 
troubles. 

Preliminary figures by the 
Bank of Korea showed South 
Korea's gross national product 
(GNP) in the second quarter 
grew 15 per cent over the same 
quarter a year earlier. That 
brought the six-month growth rate 
to a 15.3 per cent in real terms. 
The GNP growth rate was 15.6 
per cent in the first quarter. 

Last year. South Korea reg- 
istered a 11.6 per cent GNP 
growth in the first half — 10.5 per 
cent in the first quarter and 12.5 
per cent in the second quarter. 

The high economic growth was 
attributed to brisk exports and 
investments. The GNP measures 
the total value of a nation's out- 
put of goods and services. 

Led by a 17.9 per cent gain in 
the mining and manufacturing 
sector, the nation’s total indust- 
rial output grew 14.3 per cent in 
the first half, compared with 11.9 
per cent in the same period of last 
year. 

But bank officials expressed 
worry that the pace of South 
Korea’s economic growth in the 
third quarter woukf slow because 
of the labour unrest that began in 
July after the government agreed 
to sweeping political reforms. 

The labour turmoil entered its 
fourth week Monday with no 


signs of early settlements. It 
would set back the nation's effort 
to attain an 11.3 per cent growth 
in GNP for the whole year, bank 
officials said. 

• “It is feared that the labour 
unrest, if protracted, would 
seriously damage our economy in 
the next quarters, although there 
are some indicators that the Ko- 
rean economy would continue to 
pick up,” said one bank official, 
who spoke on condition of anony- 
mity. 

Fears also have been expressed 
that South Korea’s economy 
would be affected by steady U.S. 
pressure to further open its mar- 
ket and let the Korean currency 
appreciate. 

Meanwhile, one hundred 
thousand workes and supporters 
rallied in Ulsan for higher pay 
and free unions at South Korea's 
top exporter as the government 
despatched a senior official to 
mediate in the dispute. 

Twenty-five thousand workers 
of the Hyundai industrial group 
were led by two company fire 
engines, a forklift and a crane as 
they paraded through this sooty 
southern city, Hyundai's main 
industrial base. 

The parade was raucous but 
mostly peaceful and was cheered 
by 75,000 supporters from the 
sidelines. 

The day’s protest ended with a 
rally of 40.000 workers and sup- 
porters in a public stadium. 

Crowd estimates were made by 
journalists on the scene. There 


were no official estimates. 

It was the second day of de- 
monstrations against Hyundaj, 
which sparked the protest when it 
closed six plants in the face of a 
union strike threat. Two other 
Hyundai factories here had been 
closed earlier by strikes. 

Hyundai makes cars, ships and 
heavy machinery and also oper- 
ates electrical, woodworking and 
.precision-tool factories in Ulsan. 

The government despatched 
Labour Vice-Minister Han Jin- 
Hee to Ulsan and a ministry 
spokesman said he would arrange 
a meeting between labour and 
management on Wednesday. 

Die spokesman said Labour 
Minister Lee Heun-Ki has urged 
Hyundai founder and honorary 
chairman, Mr. Chung Ju-Yung, 
to accept workers' demands as 
much as possible. 

Mr. Chung told state radio 
Tuesday Hyundai was ready to 
settle with the workers, but did 
not elaborate on acceptable 
terms. 

“I’m confident the dispute can 
be settled within the next week 
because the workers are faithful 
and of high intelligence.” he said. 

The 72-year-old Chung was 
burned in effigy by the workers at 
protests on Tuesday and 
Monday. 

Government officials have con- 
sidered the Ulsan confrontation 
the most serious of the disputes 
sweeping the country since a set- 
tlement could set a nationwide 
pattern. 


Peanuts 



A REAL RATTLESNAKE 
RATTLES HIS TAIL 
BEFORE 5TRIKIN6... 



Mutt‘n’ Jeff 


Boy, THAT'S 
[A LONG 
FROM THE 
DRESSING 
G20CMA I 



r NOW, BOVS, I 
WANT A CLEAN 
PIGHTI 



FLIP, FLOP, FLIP \‘ 
v NOT RATTLING. 




THE BETTER HALF* 

2TT 


By Harris 

H«Ris 



“A man in love has the strength of 
1 000 men. A man in fove for 30 years 
has the bad habits of 1000 men." 


Andy Capp 



Jfo LIKETO 
demonstrate 
- TOYOUA ' 
GREAT UTTUs 
labour-swing 
DEVICE— 



Mam D6*6 

THANK 




I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these (our Jumbles, 
one tatter to each square, to form 
(our ordinary words. 


STYTE 


— ^ 

— k y. 



□ 

NIXEV 



TT - 



KIU 

LEY 


nz 

ZD 



LAYSIE 


c 

□ 





Now arrange the circled tatters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


— ^czniiin 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: TACKY FENCE COOKE SHREWD 

Answer. He wore a ptald vest in order to kgep this— 

A CHECK ON HIS WAIST 
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Filipino troops attack kidnappers 
after release of 16 hostages 


CAGAYAN DE ORO, Philippines (R) — The 
military stepped up a hunt for Muslim rebel 
kidnappers in the southern Philippines after they 
freed 16 hostages. 


The 16 kidnap victims were 
reported well by a mflit 


ern 


Southern Army Command 
spokesman Col. Anthony Elias 
told reporters the Muslim guerriJ- • 
las were being pursued because 
they “cannot go scot-free. Other- 
wise, we won’t see an end to all 
these kidnappings." 

The guerrillas free the 12 stu- 
dents, three staff and a professor 
of Mindanao State University un- 
harmed Monday night after hold- 
ing them for 10 days on Balot 
Island. 

Armed Forces Chief General 
Fidel Ramos, meanwhile, warned 
Communist and Muslim rebels to 
surrender before a government 
amnesty expires on Aug. 28. He 
said his troops would launch a 
major offensive after that date. 

"The will to fight and especial- 
ly the will to win have been 
intensified and reinforced. Unless 
the rebels ... take advantage of 


the generous offer (of amnesty), 
they would eventually feel the 

—vIl -r _ cl. II ii 


pincfa of the full military might,' 
he sail 


said during an inspection tour 
of military camps in the south. 

The hostages' release coincided 
with a deadline set by the military 
on Aug. 14 for the surrendeer of 
the rebels on Balot. The military 
had surrounded the island with 
gunboats and deployed hundreds 
of soldiers in the area. 

The kidnappers had demanded 
a 25 million peso (SI .5 million) 
ransom from the university, 
which refused to pay. 

Troops began the pursuit Mon- 
day after the hostages were taken 
oft the island and intensified the 
hunt Tuesday. The rebels are 
believed to be members of a 
breakaway faction of the separat- 
ist Moro National Liberation 
Front. 


Hilary report 
from nearby Malawi City. The 
report said some hostages com- 
plained about having had little 
rood in captivity and fears of a 
military assault on the island. 

Ten Muslim rebels were killed 
on Friday when they tries to 
break through a military block- 
ade around Balot. 

The military said a police offic- 
er and a militiaman had died in 
rebel attacks on two police sta- 
tions on the central island of 
Negros. 

The government’s drive a pimt 
Communist rebels drew a sharp 
protest from a church leader. 

“The Cory wc knew as a cham- 
pion of ... peace and a defender 
of human rights has become a 
warrior who unsheathed the 
sword of war against her people,” 
Bishop Julio Labayen said. 

A senior officer offered “dead 
or alive” rewards Tuesday for the 
capture of Muslim guerrillas 
beading a kidnap gang in south- 


Brigadier-General Jesus Her- 
mosa said the military had pur 
10,000-peso ($500) reward each 
on the beads of two Muslim 
guerrilla leaders known as Kum- 
manders Menor and Taha. 

“We want them dead or alive," 
Gen. Hermosa, regional military 
commander, told a news confer- 
ence hours after the group freed 
the 16 hostages. 


He also threatened to sack 
Muslim army officers he said 
were ineffective against the co- 
religionists. 

Gen. Hermosa, angered by the 
unchecked kidnappings, said be 
planned to sack Muslim military 
officers who had become “in- 
effective against the kidnappers.” 

Pointing to Colonel Carlos 
Pena, the provincial military 
commander, Gen. Hermosa said: 
“I am giving him 100 days to 
arrest the kidnappers. Otherwise, 
be will be relieved from his post, 
as well.” 


Officials seek cause of Detroit air crash 


DETROIT (Agencies) — Offi- 
cials probing the crash of a North- 
west Airlines MD-80 aircraft in 
which all 152 people on board 
died say they had turned up no 
immediate sign of engine failure 
or sabotage. 

John Lauber, a member of the 
five-person inquiry by the 
National Transportation Safety 
Board (NTSB), told a news con- 
ference Monday that investiga- 
tors had talked to more than two 
dozen witnesses of the crash at 
Detroit Metropolitan Airport on 
Sunday. 

"We have no evidence at this 
point of an in-flight fire in either 
engine,” he said. Nor were there 
signs^of major engine failure, he 

Asked about the possibility of 
sabotage.” Mr. Lauber said: "We 
have no evidence of that at this 


time." 

Northwest 


two 


Airlines has been 
problems since 
acquired Republic Airlines last 
October and became one of the 
country’s larger carriers. 

The Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation (FBI) has investigated 
alleged incidents of damage to 
equipment and to property at 
Northwest facilities in Detroit 
and Minneapolis. 

Mr. Lauber also said there was 
no evidence of problems with the 
twin-engine McDonnel Douglas 
MD-80, an updated version of the 
DC-9. 'The Pratt and Whitney 
JT8D engines on the plane were a 
new type and had not before been 
involved in a plane crash. 

Mr. Lauber said the official 
death toll was 152, comprising all 
144 passengers — two of whom 
were infants travelling on the laps 


of adult — six crew and 
off-duty pilots. 

A 4-year-old girl was the mira- 
culous survivor of the air disaster. 

Cecilia Cchan, who was listed 
in critical condition Tuesday with 
third-degree burns over 99 per 
cent of her body, was identified 
as a passenger on flight 255 by her 
grandfather, who recognised her 
chipped tooth and purple nail 
polish, officials said. 

“Her mother shielded her, and 
that is what saved her,” said the 
idafather, Anthony Gdhan of 


The girl's parents and 6-year- 
okl brother were killed in Sunday 
night's crash of the McDonnell 
Douglas MD-80, which occurred 
in dear weather. The airline re- 
leased a partial list of passengi 
and crew members killed in the 
crash. It contained no foreigners. 


Venezuela asks Colombia to withdraw warship 


CARACAS (R) — Venezuelan 
Foreign Minister Simon Alberto 
Consalvi has urged Colombia to 
recall to base a warship at the 
centre of a territorial dispute. 

Mr. Consalvi said Colombia's 
corvette Caldas had left Vene- 
zuelan waters, but added: "We 
hope this corvette will return to 
its base.” 

Venezuela has said the corvette 
intruded into its waters in a "pro- 
vocation" and put its military 
high command on alert. 

Colombia replied the Caldas 


was in Colombian waters. It 
added the Gulf of Venezuela 
boundaries were not well deline- 
ated. 

President Jaime Lusincbi had 
meetings earlier with military and 
political leaders to discuss the 
dispute over boundaries in the 
gulf, shared by both nations. 

Joao Baena Soares, secretary- 
general of the Oranisation of 
American States (OAS), sent 
messages Monday to both coun- 
tries railing for a peaceful resolu- 


tion of differences, the official 
news agency Venpres said. 

“I understand there is.j^ .deli- 
cate situation in the' Gpif of 
Venezuela which could fereaten 
the traditionally good relations 
between both countries,” Mr. 
Venpres quoted him as saying. 

According to papers in both 
nations, Venezuela and Col- 
ombia have sent military rein- 
forcements to the bonier regfon 
after the Caldas entered the 
Venezuelan guff early this month. 


Leading Brazilian poet dies 


RIO DE JANEIRO. Brazil (AP) 
— Brazilian poet Carlos Drum- 
mond de Andrade, an interna- 
tionally known leader of the 
country's Modernist Movement, 
has died after a heart attack. He 
was 85 years old. 

Mr. Drummond de Andrade, 
famous worldwide for collections 
of his modernistic poetry, had 
been hospitalised in Rio since 
Saturday after suffering a serious 
heart atrack. He died at 9:30 
p.m. Monday (2330 GMT) of 
respiratory failure, a hospital 
spokesman said. 

It was the poet's second heart 


attack in less than a year. 

Mr. Drummond de Andrade, 
considered his country’s most im- 
portant contemporary poet, was 
bom in 1902 in Itabira, Minas 
Gerais state, located 290 
kilometres north west of Rio de 
Janeiro. 

Along with other Brazilian 
modern artists in the 1920s, he 
denounced the infiltration of 
European culture into Br azilian 
art and literature. He was known 
as the first poet to use a contem- 


porary and specifically Brazilian 
language, breakin 


flourishes of 


with the 
literature. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BT CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAB SHARIF 
Cions Tnfejne MaOU Smkm. Inc. 


Q.I — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold; 

4Q 10762 9A9862 096 *3 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North Eiust Sooth West 

1 + Pass l * Pass 

2 * Pass ? 

What action do you take? 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q~ — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*74 9AQJ6 0986 +AKJ10 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one diamond. 
What action do you take? 


Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*AJ862 <7K87 06542 *3 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

I * Dfale Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

Q-S — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*AQ 9 S 5 TK 7 083 *AJI 04 

The bidding has proceeded; 

West North Bast South 

1* I S’ Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 


Q,3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*AJ862 7K87 06542 * 3 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 
1* 17 Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 


Q.6— Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4AKQ83 S7AQ6 OAK 10 *J3 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
2 * Pass 3* Pass 
■» 

What do you bid now? 


17* 


M 


DR. TAREK SUHEIMAT 

INTERNIST AND NEPHROLOGIST 

Ex-chairman of the Department of Medicine 
and head of Kidney Disease Section at the 
King Hussein Medical Centre, announces the 
opening of his private practice clinic near 
Khalidi Hospital, Jabal Amman, as from 15th 
August 1987. 

Hours: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m., 4-6 p.m. 




Tel. Clinic: 648933 




Panamanians 

hold 

anti-Noriega 

rally 


PANAMA CITY (R) — More 
than 5,000 people sang and 
danced in a fiesta-Kke protest 
against the Panamanian govei 
meat but an opposition call fora 
strike was only partly 


The demonstration was the 
latest in a wave 
for the ouster of' military 
General Manuel Antonio 
Noriega, considered the nation’s 
de facto ruler and accused by 
opponents of corruption, political 
murder and ekxtoral fraud. 

Soldiers armed with anti-riot 
took up positions in the 
Parras in central Panama 
but withdrew before the 



Abadia, one of several 
leaders of the opposition Nation- 
al Chic Crusade who addressed 
the crowd said: “There will be no 
freedom and justice until the 
military returns to its proper role 
and gets rid of its corrupt leader 
Noriega.” 

Most of the mainly middle dass 
crowd wore white, the colour 
adopted by the opposition move- 
ment, and waved white handker- 
chiefs, jumped, danced and 
chanted rhyming slogans. 
Leaflets urged Panamanians to 


boycott the government-run 
National Lottery, not to bay lux- 
ury goods or pro-government 
newspapers, avoid shops that did 
not support the Chic Crusade 
and not to bet cm horses. 

President Eric Del Valle, cons- 
idered a figurehead leader, owns 
several race horses. 

.On Monday a general strike 
slowed down businesses but 
foiled to sbut down the city. 

Some banks in the financial 
district opened but many em- 
ployees did not turn up for work. 
About half the district's shops 
were closed. 


A key Latin American finnnra 
centre and strategically important 
because of the Pan ama Canal, 
P an a m a has been hit by a series 
of protests and business strikes 
since early June. 


3rdof U.K. 
septuplets dies 


LIVERPOOL, England (R) — A 
third of the septuplets born to a 
27-year-old woman died Tuesday 
and the four others were fighting 
for their lives, doctors in this 
northern English town said. 

The four girls and three boys 
together weighed only nine 
ids and ban an ounce (four 
when they were delivered by 
section on Saturday. 

A son Liam, the first bora and 
the biggest at one pound and 10 
ounces (.74 kg), died on Tuesday 
morning. His sister Leah died 
Monday. 

The fourth of the seven babies 
to be bora, a son weighing just 
one pound (.45 kg), died within 
half an hour of the birth at die 
Liverpool Maternity Hospital. 

A hospital spokesman said the 
remaining four babies were 
sick and were still breathing wil 
the help of ventilators. 


Afghan rebels training 
in U.S., TASS says 


MOSCOW (R^ — The Soviet 


News Agency TASS said Tuesday 
that the Reagan administration 
had carried out secret training of 
Afghan guerrillas on U.S. terri- 
tory. 

TASS quoted James Greitz, a 
retired lieutenant-colonel of U.S. 
Special Forces, as saying a repre- 
sentative of the Reagan adminis- 
tration asked him early last year 
to organise accelerated training 
for several Afghan rebel groups 
in the Nevada Desert near Las 
Vegas. 

“The course consisted of 55 
"subjects” and included secret 
operations, intelligence, com- 
munications, demolition, anti-air- 
craft measures and man-to-man 
fighting," TASS said. 

It said the U.S. Defence De- 
partment had provided modem 
equipment and hardware from 
the Fort Ord military base in 
California and a coast Guard 
airfield in Brooklyn, New York. 

TASS quoted Col. Greitz as 
saying instructors of the rebels 
were helped by two men who had 
connections with the office of the 
U.S. undersecretary of state for 
security assistance and the U.S. 
Central Intelligence Agency and 
by a State Department consul- 


tant. 

TASS described Col. Greitz as 
a 30-year veteran of the U.S. 
Special Forces who had fed more 
than 100 “special operations” 
during the U.S. urilitaxy involve- 
ment in Vietnam. 

It quoted him as saying one of 
the aims of the operation was to 
fry to unite separate rebel grou 
into a single front. 

Afghan guerrillas have re- 
ceived military aid from the Un- 
ited States, Pakistan, Iran and 
Other countries in their war 
against the Soviet-backed govern- 
ment in Kabul. 


The Soviet Union has previous- 
ly accused the United States of 
sending advisers to Pakistan, 
where many rebel groups are 
based, but the TASS report was 
believed to be the first Soviet 
report of Afghan guerrilla train- 
ing on U.S. soil. 

The Soviet Union has 115,000 
troops in Afghanistan helping the 
Afghan army fight the rebels, 
according to Western experts. 

Moscow says it will withdraw 
tiie troops when countries it ac- 
cuses of waging an "undeclared 
war” on Afghanistan 'end their 
aid to the rebels. 


Police on alert following 
death of Rudolf Hess 


BERLIN (AP) — Bonn officials 
have warned police to be on 


guard for outbreaks of right-winj| 


violence following the death 
Rudolf Hess, who had been the 
last surviving leader of Nazi Ger- 
many. 

Wolf-Rued iger Hess, the Nazi 
leader’s son, new to West Beilin 
early Tuesday to make arrange- 
ments to retrieve his father's 
body for burial, a family spokes- 
woman said. 

The spokeswoman, who talked 
to the Associated Press from the 
Hess son’s office in Munich on 
the condition of anonymity, said 
the family was still working out 
final details of the funeral 
arrangements. 

The Hess family lawyer, Alfred 
Seidl, told the AP on Monday 


that Hess had wanted to be 
buried at his family’s plot in 
Wunsiedel in north eastern 
Bavaria. He did not give further 
details. 


outside Spandau prison to mourn 
its last inmate. 

On Tuesday, the mass-circula- 
tion Bild newspaper of Hamburg 
trumpeted Hess’ death with a 
banner, front-page headline, 
while the Frankfurter Allgemeine 
Zeitung newspaper put it in col- 
umn on fee far left-hand side of 
the front 

"Hess died at age 93 ” Bild 
said in its headline. 

Bild reported that Hess sud- 
denly became seriously ill after 
lunch on Monday, and then suf- 
fered a massive stroke. 


U.S. report urges trips to moon, Mars 


WASHINqjPN (R) — Amer- 
ican astronauts must return to the 
moon and colonise Mas in a drive 
to recover from the Challenger 
shuttle disaster, a report on the 
crippled U.S. space programme 
has urged. 

Astronaut Sally Ride, the first 
American woman in space, made 
the recommendations in a report 
on future space projects that 
t*mkl be undertaken by the 
National Aeronautics and Space 
Administr ation (NASA). 

She was asked to conduct the 
study after the January 28, 1986, 
explosion of the space shuttle 
Challenger that killed all seven 
crew members. 

Several unmanned U.S. mis- 
sions have also failed since then 
and America’s space programme 
has .come to a standstill. 

"In the aftermath of the Chal- 
lenger accident, reviews of our 
space programme made its short- 
comings starkly apparent,” Mr. 
Ride said in a report to James 
Fletcher, head of the space agen- 
cy. It was released Monday by 
NASA. 



Sally Ride 

Pointing to the Soviet Union’s 
use of orbiting space stations and 
its plans to explore Mars with 
robots, Ms. Ride said: l Tbc Un- 
ited States has dearly lost lead- 
ership in these two areas, and is 
in danger of being surpassed in 
many others during the next 
several years." 

Her report called for placing 
U.S. astronauts on the moon by 
the year 2000 with the assignment 
of building a scientific outpost 


there. 

The rcp&tt said feat “by 2010, 
up to 30 people would be produc- 
tively living and working on the 
lunar surface for months at a 
time.” 

It also called for three one- 
round-trip voyages to Mars 
astronauts early in the 21st 
century. 

The astronauts would spend 
two weeks exploring the red 
planet. The objective of die 
would be the eventual establis 
meat of a U.S. colony on Mars. 

“A successful Mars initiative 
would recapture the high ground 
of world space leadership and 
would provide an exciting focus 
for creativity, motivation, and 
pride of the American people,” 
Ms. Ride wrote. 


In releasing the report, Mr. 
Fletcher said it had "contributed 


strongly to a process that will 
determine the goals and direc- 
tions of the nation’s civil space 
activities.” 

"Ms. Ride is soon to leave the 
U.S. space agency to-join a pri- 
vate research group. 


Nicaragua reiterates support for peace plan 


MANAGUA (R) — TheN icara- 

^^mt'^a 1 CentraKAmerican 
eace accord but said the United 
tales was determined to under- 
mine the agreement 
A statement by die nine-man 
Sandhusta National Directorate 
said Washington, “in alliance 
with reactionary and hawkish 
of Central America,” was 
to boycott the accord 
signed Aug. 7 in Guatemala City. 

“We express our confidence 
that the people and governments 
of the region will know bow to 
face up to (U.S.) pressures and 
threats so that the agreement is 
strictly and amultarronsly com- 
piled with,” the statement said. 

The peace accord, signed by 
foe leaders of five Central Amer- 
ican nations, calls for ceasefires in 
the region's rebel wars by Nov. 7. 

It sets the same date as the 
deadline for "deraocratisation” 
throughout the region, with pro- 
visions for internationally-super- 
vised elections and an end to 
outside support for guerrillas, in- 
ducing the contra rebels backed 
the United States who are 
ighting to oust Nicaragua's San- 
dmista government. 

The Reagan administration has 
said it will seek more aid for the 
contras from Congress unless 
Nicaragua establishes democratic 
reforms before Sept. 30. 

In Monday's statement the 
Sandinistas said an end to U.S. 
of the contras was “an 
usable condition for a 
solid and permanent peace in 
Central America.” 

Government officials here have 
indicated that fee peace accord's 


call for a democratic 
Nicaragua will go 


in 


long the contras continue operat- 
or their 


& 


ing wife U.S. support out i 
bases in neighbouring Honduras. 

In Washington, senior U.S. di- 
plomats headed back to their 
posts in Central America Tues- 
day carrying Washington’s objec- 
tions to a regional peace plan but 
prepared to work on making it 
acceptable, U.S. offidals said. 

The heads of the U.S. embas- 
sies in Costa Rica, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras and Nicar- 
agua were summoned to 
Washington for a day-long 
strategy session Monday to help 
determine fee U.S. position on 
an accord signed in Guatemala. 

The offidals, who asked not to 
be identified, said the discussions 
with senior administration offi- 
cials mainly involved a detailed 
analysis of the pact signed by the 
five Central American nations. 

"The administration has settled 
into fee attitude that there are 
gaps in fee agreement, that it is a 
starting point and not a final 
document ” one said. 

“We now have to work on the 
mechanics and see if we can 
develop a peace treaty that 
works." 

Tbe envoys were due to meet 
foreign ministers of four of tbe 
countries — fee exception being 
Nicaragua — to put across Amer- 
ican ideas on the plan, the offi- 
cials said. 

The foreign ministers of the 
five states are due to begin a 
two-day meeting Wednesday to 
start work on putting fee Guate- 
mala accord into action. 

The United States has many 
objections to fee plan, which calls 


for a ceasefire within 90 days 
between governments and rebels 
in El Salvador and Nicaragua. 

"Our fundamental concern is 
to avoid any irreversible actions 
regarding military pressure on the 
Sandinistas until they have acted 
irreversibly to meet the commit- 
ments to democracy they have 
just made,” the State Depart- 
ment said. 

Diplomats who follow U.S. 
Central American policy closely 
said they were sceptical that 
Washington was prepared to 
work for a peace treaty. 

"It looks to me more of an 
attempt not to be seen as the 
party that sank the best chance 
we have seen for peace,” one 
said. 


The diplomats, who also asked 
not to be identified, said the 
shock resignation last Friday of 
Philip Habib as President 
Reagan’s special envoy to Central 
America appeared to diminish 
any U.S. commitment to a 
negotiated settlement. 

"He thought fee time had 
come for diplomacy and was told 
no by fee White House, feat 
Washington was not going to take 
the initiative on this one,” one 
said. 


“The (U.S.) plan now is to give 
the impression of action while 


playing for time until the pact 
folds. It's a very delicate balanc- 
ing act that’s going on right now,” 
said another. 

U.S. offidals said Mr. Habib's 
resignation was over tactics. One 
sain he had wanted to go to 
Nicaragua for talks on fee peace 
plan bin had been refused by fee 
White House. 
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1st Chagall exhibit planned by Soviets 

MOSCOW (AP) — The first significant Soviet exhibit of 
paintings by Russian-born artist Mmc (JagaJl.opens on Sept., 2 
™ 'Texpected to draw as many as 500,000 yisitore, a prominent; 
t oJtural figure has said. Poet Andrei Voznesensky said »i* 
(mm munfrv house near Moscow that fee-: 


and is ■ 

Soviet cultural uguic u« aoiu- * w * “*— - -y ~~ ~ — 

telephone interview from his country house near Moscow fe*t fee- 
exhibit will gather fee best of the late artist s work done bofem 
his homeland and while living in France and the United States. 

l's widow Valentina, who lives in St. Paul De Vence m 
southern France, plans to bring 50 of his works to. fee Soviet 
Union later this month, she wil! also participate m opemu, 
festivities at the Pushkin Museum, where fee works wU hang for 
at least two months, Voznesensky said. Another 15 panting 
owned by Chagall's daughter. Ida, have been sent for the exhibit, 
and U.S. industrialist Annand Hammer loaned his “Blue Angd ■ ; 
for the event. "From our museums there are many, many, i 
paintings and lithographs, so many I don't even know fee- 
number,*’ Voznesensky said. "These are really the greatest of bis. 
work, from the 1920s.” 


Ghost scare pushes sale of lime branches 

have seat 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — Tales of a "floating ghost’ 
residents of a north-east Borneo town rushing to buy irate' 
branches to ward off evil, Malaysia’s national news agency 
Beraama reported Tuesday. Streets in Sibu were deserted at n 
and Ihne branch vendors reported brisk sales during tbe day. 
town police chief said the tales were spread by groups promoting 
sales of fee branches. Malaysian legend says a "floating ghost” 

S on pregnant women and sucks blood from the placenta, 
g fee foetus. 


Poison pens spell death for cockroaches 


PEKING (R) — China has offiriaUydecktred a district of Inner 
Mongolia cockroach-free after 50,000 


households used poison 
pens "to wage war on the insects. Residents of Qingshan used tbe 



density has dropped 
r room to 1.37, qualifying Qingshan as China’s first cockroach- 
zone, it added. 


Man kills himself with cobra venom 

BANGKOK (R) — A 42-year-old Thai man apparently comrait- 


bANGK.UK <kj — a 4 z-year-oKi i nai man apparently commu- 
ted suicide in his flat here by injecting himself with cobra venom, 
police said. Police said Senkul Vichrilekhakan wrote two notes, 
one saying "...It's better if I fee. Ill inject cobra venom into my 
body. Life is just this.'' The other apologised for being two days 
behind on the rent. Police said a syringe and vial found in the 
room would be analysed and an autopsy performed to verify 
venom was tbe poison and that death was by suicide. 


U.S. to allow AIDS test on humans 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A potential AIDS vaccine will be tested 
on humans, fee first time such tests have been permitted in the 

Drug 
West 

Haven, Connecticut, to do the limited tests, the New Haven 


Register reported Sunday and fee Washington Drag Letter 

idai 


reported Monday. FDA spokesman Bill Grigg said Monday night 


he could not confirm the reports because it is up to tbe company 


to make such announcements. However, he said that 
reports were confirmed, the company would be fee first to receive 


agency approval. Telephones at .the company and fee home of 
President Franklin Volvcrvitz went un 


- . r - unanswered Monday evening. 

The Drug Newsletter, which monitors FDA actions, said the 
product is made from non-infective envelope proteins of the 
AIDS virus rather than the virus itself, meaning the vaccine could 
not accidentally transmit acquired immune deficiency syndrome. 
Most candidate vaccines use this procedure, taking a piece of the 
outer coal of the virus and using the protein to generate 
antibodies. Clinical trials of the potential vaccine will be done at 
fee National Institutes of Hearth's Institute for Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases in Befeesda, Maryland, a Washington suburb, 
the reports said. Tbe Washington Post reported Tuesday that fee 
first round of tests will be on uninfected volunteers to check for 
side effects and to see whether fee vaccine can raise an immune 
response. That testing is expected to start by October. 


Vodka sales fall in Soviet Union 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet alcohol sales fell by about one-fifth in 
the first seven months this year, fee Soviet news agency TASS 
said Tuesday. TASS, quoting State Statistics Committee data, 
said liquor stores and restaurants had sold about 750 million litres 
(160 nrilhou gallons) of vodka and other strong liquor from 
January to July, a quarter less than in the same period last year. 
Wine sales were also about 25 per cent down on fee first seven 
months of 1986, but beer sales had remained at the same level and 
rales of sparkling wine had increased, it said. According to official 

data Snvirf almhnl mIm fall ,luu.i An , . 


data, Soviet alcohol sales fell by about 40 per cent last year in a 
aackdown on heavy drinking by Kremlin leader Mikhail Got- 


I L / D - J ~ ituiumui VJVI- 

oacaev, who has raised prices and limited hours in which liquor 
can be sold. The Soviet press has, however, reported a rise in 
illegal home brewing by people trying to get round tbe restric- 
tions. 



quoted Alexander Arshansky, 

s £ sayin * start the joint oroteTwife 

fee Midwood Film Company of fee United States. He said the 
Soviet side would hold 51 per cent of fee capital and profits would 
be. shared equally. U.S. embassy officials in Moscbw were not 
mm^atefy abte ^ comment on the report. TASS said prepare- 
rs*^ at 1116 M ® s ? ni Studios in Moscow for shooT 
fee film Hartman as part of fee agreement between Midwood w 

“PP 0 ? and “E?* 5 TASS said Hartman 
“1®“’ “ e ,f shot by American director 

.J™* oth . ei ? w p uM . be made by Soviet directors. TtefflSs 
would be mainly shot in fee Soviet Union with fee u“ ride 
pmovidiog filmi^ equipment. It said Hartman was about an 
youth who wins a dog sled race against professioiS 


Scientists synthesise new element 


MOSCOW (R) — A new element, fee 110th in the tahu „ 
Periodic Elements, has been synthesised by an international tean 
of scientists at a Sonnet nuclear research institute the snin«, w 
Ag^cyTASS said. TASS 

for ftadear Research at Dntaa, outside Moscow SiyfoX 
new element was obtained by the bombardm^ ^ 
uranium isotopes by hea^^ 

and argon nuclei. It did not name fee new element TASS said thi 
work was conducted on the institute’s U-400 evditmn ■ 
non-fraditional synthesising technique ^ 

ov, of fee Soviet Academy of SdenST. ^dotron^ S % 
of producing nuclei beams of an intensity mvS 
than the summed intensity of all other similar 
world. The report said scientists from France EastGa^n? 
Romania joined Soviet specialists in 
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